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Montville Township Public Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting  

Minutes of June 9, 2025 

Montville Township Public Library 

90 Horseneck Road 

Montville, New Jersey 07045 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

OPEN SESSION 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Hines, at 7:00pm 

II. Roll Call 

 

 

Catherine LaBelle, Library Director – Present 

Mary Grace Zaccaria, Assistant Library Director - Present 

Liz Johansen, Board Recording Secretary – Present 

. 

III. Open Public Meetings Act Statement 

 

Secretary Johansen stated that prior notice of this meeting has been published in 

accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. Meeting will be 

digitally recorded.  Minutes will be available to the public on the Library’s website once 

they have been officially approved. 

 

IV. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Larry Hines 

Ms. Linda Peskin 

Mr. David Tubbs 

Mr. Robert Donohue 

Ms. Dianna Paradise 

Dr. Sunil Shah 

Ms. Deb Nielson 

Mayor Kayne 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

Mr. Charles Grau 
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V. Adoption of Minutes 

Mr. Tubbs made a motion to approve the May 12, 2025 regular session minutes,       

seconded by Ms. Paradise. 

Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. Tubbs yes; Ms. Nielson abstained; Mayor Kayne abstained; Mr. 

Hines yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Motion Carried 

VI. Public Comments 

None 

VII. Reports of Officers 

Larry Hines – President 

Mr. Hines had no report. 

Charlie Grau – Vice-President 

Mr. Grau absent, no report.  

Dianna Paradise – Secretary  

Mrs. Paradise had no report.      

Linda Peskin – Treasurer 

Ms. Peskin stated that the finances are in order. 

Robert Donohue – Assistant Treasurer 

Mr. Donohue had no report.  

VIII. Report of Liaisons 

 

Mayor – Mayor Kayne stated that the 4th of July celebration will take place on June 25, 

26 and 27th.  The Township is looking at Medical Insurance companies due to rising 

costs. Once they have made a decision, they will advise the Library.  

 

Superintendent Liaison of Schools – Mr. Tubbs stated that the end of year events will be 

held on the following dates: Senior Awards - June 11.  Lazar Graduation - June 18th and 

High School Graduation - June 19th.  
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IX. Reports of Committees 

 

Finance: Ms. Peskin stated the Committee met this evening.  The budget is currently at 

41.7%. Tomorrow the following transfers will be made: $100,000 for parking lot paving, 

$140,000 for the generator, $150,000 from Capital to a CD and $40,000 from Donations 

to a CD.  The rate for the CD is 3.97% with a 4.05% APY. 

 

Personnel – Mr. Grau absent, no report. 

 

Buildings & Grounds: Ms. Nielson stated that they have received quotes for outdoor 

cameras. The poles in the parking lot are not compatible with the new cameras.  They 

would like to hire a consultant at a cost of $17,000. 

 

Patron Services/Technology: Mr. Donohue stated the committee is meeting this week.  

 

X. Library Directors Report – Catherine LaBelle - see attached written report. 

 

 

XI. Resolutions/Motions 

 

A. Resolution to approve the checks numbered 17868 through 17918 dated May 1 to 

May 31, 2025 in the amount of $53,565.58. 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Ms. Nielson 

 

Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. Tubbs yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mayor Kayne yes; Mr. Hines yes; 

Ms. Peskin yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Motion Carried 

 

B. Resolution to accept staff salaries for the month of May 2025 in the amount of 

$68,562.12 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Ms. Nielson 

 

Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. Tubbs yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mayor Kayne yes; Mr. Hines yes; 

Ms. Peskin yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Motion Carried 
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C. Resolution to approve the Township of Montville request for $120,000 for parking lot 

repaving $50,000 and a generator $70,000 to be paid with a $101,600 Provident Bank 

check with funds from the capital reserve checking account and an $18,400 check 

from the Library’s operating account for a total payment of $120,000. 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Ms. Nielson 

 

Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. Tubbs yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mayor Kayne yes; Mr. Hines yes; 

Ms. Peskin yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Motion Carried 

 

D. Resolution to transfer $150,000 from the Provident Bank Capital Reserve Checking 

Account to a Provident Bank CD at a rate of 3.97%, 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Ms. Nielson 

 

Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. Tubbs yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mayor Kayne yes; Mr. Hines yes; 

Ms. Peskin yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Motion Carried 

 

E. Resolution to transfer $40,000 from the Provident Bank Donations Checking Account 

to a Provident Bank CD at a rate of 3.97%, 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Ms. Nielson 

 

Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. Tubbs yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mayor Kayne yes; Mr. Hines yes; 

Ms. Peskin yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Motion Carried 

 

XII. Public Comments 

None 

 

XIII. Old Business 

None 

 

XIV. New Business 

None 

 

XV. Executive Session 

None 

 

XVI. Open Session 

None 
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XVII. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Tubb seconded by Dr. Shah; meeting was adjourned 

at 7:15pm. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page | 1 
 

 

Director’s Report 

July 11, 2025 

 

June was packed with fun events, including our mini book sale, Montville One’s Pride 

celebration, and an exciting butterfly release, but the highlight of the month was 

undoubtedly the Color Our World Summer Reading Kickoff. Our annual celebration of 

summer reading brought excitement and energy to the library, drawing a crowd of over 

300 people on Saturday, June 21. 

 

Patrons enjoyed Jake Strong’s magic show and also participated in a wide array of 

activities, including sidewalk chalk painting, colorful crafts, bookmark-making, and mural 

painting. Music filled the air as kids blew bubbles, lined up for face painting and 

temporary tattoos, and played outdoor games from our Library of Things collection, 

including Spikeball, Giant Connect 4, Checkers, and Cornhole. The summer heat was 

made better with the cold treats from the Sweet Queen Ice Cream Truck.  

 

Inside, families signed up for summer reading and explored our prize display in the 

children’s area, which was transformed by Amy Resnikoff into an inviting space 

featuring a giant paintbrush and overflowing buckets of color, showcasing the summer 

reading incentives. 

 

We’re grateful to the sponsors who made this day possible: Provident Bank, which 

sponsored the magic show, and Blue Foundry Bank, which sponsored the Sweet Queen 

Ice Cream Truck. The success of the day was truly a team effort. Months of careful 

planning by Amy Resnikoff and Mary Grace Zaccaria laid the groundwork, and on the 

day of the event, Bobby Dillon ensured everything ran smoothly by setting up the sound 
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equipment and registration area. Risa Skerker did a great job coordinating our 25 teen 

volunteers, while Sue Leung, Tracy Abouliem, Anjana Kapur, and Maureen Delaney 

kept things running at the busy front desk. From indoors to outdoors, it was an all-

hands-on-deck day that highlighted the dedication and collaboration of our staff.  

 

This month, we welcomed 87 new library users and 396 patrons registered this year to 

date. 9,093 visitors passed through our doors. The Circulation team processed 451 new 

items and mended 8 existing items. 

  

Buildings and Grounds 

Hughes Environmental completed the Building Maintenance System (BMS) controls 

upgrade project in just three days. They replaced outdated controllers with new 

Honeywell Optimizers, which were successfully integrated into our updated Honeywell 

Jace 8000 interface. The upgrade was finished just in time for the Montville Police and 

First Aid departments to use the Gasparro Room as their command center during the 

three-day carnival and fireworks event. With the new system fully operational, we were 

able to keep the room cool and comfortable despite the 100-degree heat wave. 

After the carnival, the Department of Public Works cleaned the parking lot using the 

vacuum truck. Their thorough work made it hard to believe that 13 food trucks and a 

refreshments tent had occupied the lot for three days. 
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Diversified Security replaced a faulty door sensor that had been sending false alerts. 

The new sensor is now functioning properly. 

Lepore Plumbing and Heating, along with Quilici Electric, completed the installation of 

two new water bottle filling stations. Some sheetrock repairs remain where the plumbing 

and electrical work was done, and we are currently waiting to see if DPW can assist 

with this. The invoice from Lepore is included on this month’s bill list. 

Clean Impressions cleaned the carpets in both the main library and the auditorium 

during our recent closure to the public. As always, they did an excellent job, and the 

carpets now look noticeably brighter. We’re pleased to continue supporting this reliable 

local business. 

Finally, a big thank-you to David Boyle for painting both sets of the front doors. The 

fresh coat has made a visible difference in the library’s appearance. 

The parking lot drainage project was tested successfully during the week of heavy 

downpours There were no streams of water coming off the grass, no standing water and 

no clogged storm sewers.  

Finance  

Provident Bank capital reserve account CD #9127 matures on July 14, 2025.  The 

Finance Committee will discuss this at their meeting.  

 

We uploaded about 100 financial documents to the auditor’s online portal.  They are 

working on these now and the onsite visit is August 12. 

 

Janina Bartman completed the Transfer of Funds Form that the auditors require.  The 

accountant reviewed it and confirmed her calculations are correct. Many thanks to 

Janina for successfully completing this very exacting and complicated task.  

 

Marketing and Outreach: 

Melissa Benno of TAP into Montville visited our Summer Reading Kickoff and wrote a 

lovely article highlighting not only the event itself but also our summer schedule of 

programs and instructions for registration. 
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We also welcomed a group of 15 ESL students from Montville High School. During their 

visit, they received library cards, toured the building, and learned about online resources 

available to support their academic and language learning goals. 

 

Amy Resnikoff helped build enthusiasm for the Summer Reading Program with her 

school outreach visits to Valley View and Hilldale Elementary Schools. She encouraged 

students to take part in the many events, crafts, and book clubs offered throughout the 

summer, and explained how they could win weekly prizes and enter raffles for larger 

rewards.  

 

Risa Skerker conducted outreach to three of the local preschools, Kids Connect, Millie's 

House, and Kiddie Academy, where she led engaging story times and sang songs 

celebrating Father’s Day and summer.  

 

June ushered in warm weather, cool treats, and the excitement of the approaching 

school break. Patrons began checking out books from our Beach Reads display, as well 

as from a staff-curated adult summer reading display put together by Pam O’Gorman. 

We also marked several important observances throughout the month. Our Flag Day, 

D-Day, and Juneteenth displays honored moments of national history and pride. Special 

Father’s Day story times and crafts celebrated dads, while other thematic book displays 

highlighted Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness Month, Pride Month, Audiobook Month, 

and Great Outdoors Month, offering something meaningful and engaging for every 

reader. 

 
 
Patron Services: 
On June 7, we held our Mini Book Sale, organized and run by Amy Resnikoff with 

assistance from Pam O’Gorman. Although rainy weather moved the sale indoors, the 

library was buzzing with activity. The event was a big success, bringing in an impressive 

$1,863. It was also a tremendous amount of work, and we’re grateful to Amy and Pam 

for their efforts. Almost all of the leftover donated books were picked up by Habitat for 

Humanity, ensuring that nothing went to waste. 
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That same day, Montville One hosted its annual Pride celebration at the library. The 

event featured performances by the Lazar Chamber Choir and Montville Township High 

School’s a cappella group, MPluse, along with games, crafts, and food trucks.  

 

Also in June, Amy repeated our popular butterfly release program, allowing parents and 

children to witness the beauty of butterflies taking flight after watching them grow and 

transform from tiny caterpillars. It continues to be a magical and memorable experience 

for all who attend. 

 

 

 

Summer Reading registration is off to a strong start, with 335 children, 82 teens, and 72 

adults already signed up and participating in this year’s Color Our World program. 

 

Children’s Programs 

Children’s programming was busy throughout the month. In our Kids Craft Book Club, 

first and second graders read Doggo & Pupper by Katherine Applegate. This funny and 

heartwarming story about friendship between two dogs was a big hit, and the kids 

enjoyed creating animal sticker art inspired by the book. Meanwhile, our Kids Diamond 

Painting Book Club read Mouse and His Dog, the second book in the Dogtown series. 

This book was full of friendship and adventure, and the children created fun diamond art 

pieces to go along with the story. 
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Our Baby & Toddlers Too program had another enjoyable 

session this month with 25 children attending.  They read 

stories and sang songs about jellyfish, and the kids had a 

great time making Amy’s jellyfish-themed craft. In 

Bouncing Babies, 22 little ones enjoyed playtime with 

shakers, scarves, and musical instruments.  

 

On Saturday, June 28, we held a festive July 4th 

Storytime, complete with a holiday parade. Children 

created patriotic posters and marched through the library 

in celebration. Earlier in the month, on June 13 and 14, we welcomed 49 children to our 

Father’s Day Story times. They made charming cards for their dads, including a mouse 

card that read “Dad, you’re the big cheese!” and a frog card that said “Dad, you’re toad-

ally awesome!” 

 

Young Adult Programs 

We held our final Teen Advisory Board (TAB) meeting of the school year on Tuesday, 

June 3, with 31 teens in attendance. Special thanks go to Mary Grace for her support 

throughout the year and for offering kind words to our graduating seniors, especially 

Scipio Han, who contributed so many creative and impactful programming ideas to the 

library. During the meeting, we held our annual election and announced the new TAB 

Board members for the 2025–2026 school year. To celebrate and thank our teens for 

their dedication, we ended the meeting with a pizza party and a heartfelt expression of 

appreciation for all they’ve done. 

 

We are especially grateful to one of our TAB members who has been a consistent and 

enthusiastic helper in our Kids LEGO program. The younger participants have come to 

look forward to his creativity and guidance during the sessions. 

 

On Saturday, June 21, more than 25 TAB volunteers came out to support our Summer 

Reading Kickoff Party. They played an essential role in making the day such a success, 

helping with crafts, games, bubbles, face painting, and registration. Their cheerful 

presence and willingness to assist patrons made a meaningful difference, and we could 
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not have pulled off the event without them. The TAB volunteers continue to show 

remarkable commitment to service and always engage the public with warmth. 

 

Adult programs 

The June Montville U lecture series began with a moving and powerful program by Jerry 

Zaks titled Bearing Witness for My Family. Jerry has spent several years assembling 

this deeply personal presentation to honor his parents, both of whom were Holocaust 

survivors. The program featured audio clips of his parents recounting their experiences 

before, during, and after World War II, accompanied by photos of the locations they 

described and interwoven with relevant historical news items. The series concluded with 

an inspiring and well-attended program, Active Aging: Playing a Role in How You Age, 

presented by Diane Lang. Diane holds a master’s degree in counseling, has been an 

adjunct professor at Montclair State University for over 20 years, and is also an author, 

life coach, and expert in positive living. 

 

Our Adult Afternoon Book Club continues to be a popular event, with 21 participants this 

month. The group discussed The Women by Kristin Hannah, which sparked a powerful 

conversation about the vital and often overlooked role nurses played during the Vietnam 

War. Our Evening Book Club saw increased attendance, with 16 participants joining in 

June to discuss Ina Garten’s memoir, Be Ready When Luck Happens. Her personal 

journey and reflections on success led to a warm and engaging group discussion. 

 

In the Creative Craft Center, patrons made five custom t-shirts, and our teen volunteers 

created bright and eye-catching materials for the Summer Reading bulletin boards. A 

special “Thank You” poster for our program sponsors was also made using the Cricut 

machine. 

 

Our Spice of the Month for June was poppy seeds, and our Seed Library Exchange 

continued to thrive, with 23 seed packets circulating. Thirty-five knitters gathered 

throughout the month for our Knit and Chat Club, demonstrating the group’s ongoing 

popularity and commitment. 
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In our afternoon adult craft session, 14 patrons joined us for a 

creative and fun printmaking project using lemons on tea 

towels. Each piece was unique, and the lemony scent added 

a fresh, summery touch to the program. 

 

Finally, our Memory Lab remained busy, with 12 

appointments booked in June. Most users worked on 

digitizing camcorder and VHS recordings as well as 

transparency slides, continuing to preserve family memories 

in digital form. 

 

Personnel 

Library Page Kaitlin Tirch resigned in June to focus on completing her cosmetology 

license. Kaiti has been a valued part of the Montville Library team for many years. She 

first joined us as a Teen Advisory Board member and later worked as a page while 

attending Montville Township High School in 2017. She returned to the library in 2022 

where she contributed beyond shelving books. She played an active role in many of our 

large cultural and kick-off programs, designing crafts and offering face painting that 

helped bring our events to life. We wish her the best as she embarks on her new career 

in cosmetology.  

 

The open page position will be posted this week at the rate of pay mandated by the 

union contract. 

 

Staff Development 

The month concluded with in-house staff training days, coinciding with Montville’s three-

day Fourth of July celebration held in our parking lot. Staff gathered for a presentation 

by guest speaker Jon Braun, part of the LibraryLinkNJ AI Ambassador program. His 

session provided valuable insights into the growing use of artificial intelligence in 

libraries, highlighting current applications and the broader implications for the future. His 

talk sparked thoughtful discussion around how libraries might incorporate AI into 

programming and how to educate the public about both the advantages and ethical 

concerns surrounding these tools. 
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In addition to the AI session, all staff completed online training through the MEL Safety 

Institute Learning Management System (LMS). This training covered workplace topics 

including general safety protocols, appropriate professional behavior, sexual 

harassment prevention, and the legal implications of violating individual rights. 

 

During the training days, I also made a presentation reviewing the library’s performance 

over the past year and discussing what’s ahead. I shared recent achievements, 

discussed upcoming goals for service expansion and strategic planning, and offered 

customer service tips and reminders. Staff were also briefed on recent changes to the 

federal Institute of Museum and Library Services, which may have future implications for 

library funding. I concluded by thanking the staff for their hard work and many 

contributions to the library’s success. 

 

The training days ended on a creative note with a hands-on team building craft led by 

Amy, where staff decorated seashells to use as small receptacles for jewelry or other 

items.  

 

From June 27 to 30, I attended the American Library Association Annual Conference in 

Philadelphia. A full report on the conference is included at the end of this document. 

Many thanks to the Library Board of Trustees for their continued support of staff 

development and professional growth. 

Technology 

This month we contracted with Renaissance Web Design to redesign our website. The 

goal is to streamline the layout and improve accessibility for all users. The company 

came highly recommended by Berkeley Heights and Mount Olive Libraries and has a 

strong track record working with public libraries; 90% of their clients are in the library 

field. The redesign is expected to take 2–3 months, and the check register shows a 

$2,500 deposit, representing half of the total cost. 

At Bobby Dillon’s Tech Help drop-in sessions, patrons received assistance with a range 

of questions, including how to unlock Apple devices and how to navigate the Libby app. 
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During his Internet Basics session, Bobby covered topics such as online safety and 

practical tips for using websites more effectively and efficiently. 

James Fitzpatrick also led two popular tech classes this month: How to Use Mobile 

Payment Apps and a Smartphone Camera Tutorial. Both sessions provided hands-on 

guidance to help patrons build confidence with their devices and make the most of 

everyday technology. 

Meetings 

June 4 – Main Member Relations Committee – Catherine 

June 6 & 20 - Main ILS Cmte – Catherine 

June 10 - Circulation Department Staff Meeting - Walter, Nilufer, Sue, Tracy, Anjana, 

Maureen, Julia 

June 12 – Main Special Membership & Board of Directors - Catherine 

June 18 - Main Technical Services AG Meeting - Walter, Nilufer, Maureen,Tracy 

June 18 – Main Directors Mtg & LLNJ Spring Membership - Catherine 

July 22 – Library Buildings & Grounds Committee 

Aug. 11 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

Aug. 13 – Library Patron Services/Tech  

Sept.8 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine LaBelle 

Director 

 

                     

 























LIBRARY SPONSORED PROGRAMS June  2025 June   2024

Children - Staff Programs

Story Time (with snacks & crafts) 86

Legos, Coloring, Puzzles 6

Babies & Toddlers 25

Bouncing Babies 22

Messy Munchkins 24

Outreach Story Time Pre-School Visits 75 June 2025 Book Displays

Kids Book Clubs - diferent ages w/ painting 11 June is Audiobook Month - Adults, Children

ABC123 June is Pride Month - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Class of 2025 Graduation - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Juneteenth - Adults, Children

Children - Staff Programs Total 249 593 Flag Day - Children

Summer - Children

Children - Paid Presenters June is Great Outdoors Month - Children

Kids Yoga 28 Father's Day - Children

Sign ST & Songs 32 June is Alzheimer's and Brain Awareness Month - Adults

Summer Reading Kick Off Magician & Ice Cream 300 D Day - June 6th, 1944 - Adults, Young Adults, Children

June - Beach Reads

Color Our World Summer Reading Theme - All Ages

Children - Paid Presenters Total 360 81 Staff Picks - Adults

Total All Children's Programs 609 674 NY Times Best Sellers - Adults 

Young Adults - Staff Programs LibraryReads - Adults

TAB Meeting 31

TAB Summer Reading Volunteers 25

Young Adult - Staff Programs Total 56 70

Young Adult - Paid Presenters

Young Adult - Paid Presenters Total 0 0

Total All Young Adult Programs 56 70

Adult - Staff Programs 

Adult Book Club 37

Knitting 35

Memory Lab 12

Art Class with Amy 14

Creative Craft Center 1

Tech Help 4

Monday Movie 52

Mini Book Sale 125

Adult Staff Programs Total 280 118

Adult - Paid Presenters

Chair Yoga 60

Montville U - lectures, concerts 77

Qigong 86

Technology Classes 34

Mahjong (no fee) 26

Adult - Paid Presenters Total 283 304

Total All Adult Programs 563 422

Library Sponsored Total 1,228 1,166

OUTSIDE GROUPS

Briar Hill Tenants Association 30

Montville Pride 200

Outside Groups Total 230 100

GRAND TOTAL 1,458 1,266

                                                    MONTVILLE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY JUNE 2025 PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

July 14 , 2025  Board Meeting


