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Montville Township Public Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting  

Minutes of May 12, 2025 

Montville Township Public Library 

90 Horseneck Road 

Montville, New Jersey 07045 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

OPEN SESSION 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Hines, at 7:00pm 

II. Roll Call 

 

 

Catherine LaBelle, Library Director – Present 

Mary Grace Zaccaria, Assistant Library Director - Present 

Liz Johansen, Board Recording Secretary – Present 

. 

III. Open Public Meetings Act Statement 

 

Secretary Johansen stated that prior notice of this meeting has been published in 

accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. Meeting will be 

digitally recorded.  Minutes will be available to the public on the Library’s website once 

they have been officially approved. 

 

IV. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Larry Hines 

Mr. Charles Grau 

Ms. Linda Peskin 

Mr. David Tubbs 

Mr. Robert Donohue 

Ms. Dianna Paradise 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Ms. Deb Nielson 

Mayor Kayne 

Dr. Sunil Shah 
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V. Adoption of Minutes 

Mr. Grau made a motion to approve the April 14, 2025 regular session minutes,       

seconded by Ms. Paradise. 

Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. Tubbs abstained; Mr. Hines yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue 

yes; Mr. Grau yes; Motion Carried 

VI. Public Comments 

None 

VII. Reports of Officers 

Larry Hines – President 

Mr. Hines had no report. 

Charlie Grau – Vice-President 

Mr. Grau had no report.  

Dianna Paradise – Secretary  

Mrs. Paradise had no report.      

Linda Peskin – Treasurer 

Ms. Peskin stated that the finances are in order. 

Robert Donohue – Assistant Treasurer 

Mr. Donohue had no report.  

VIII. Report of Liaisons 

 

Mayor – Mayor Kayne absent, no report. 

 

Superintendent Liaison of Schools – Mr. Tubbs stated that the end of year events will be 

held on the following dates: Underclassman awards - May 30th at 8:30am, Senior Awards 

- June 11.  Lazar Graduation - June 18th and High School Graduation - June 19th.  
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IX. Reports of Committees 

 

Finance: Ms. Peskin stated the Committee met this evening.  The budget is currently at 

33% due to some bills that are paid one time per year in the first quarter.  

 

Personnel – Mr. Grau had no report. 

 

Buildings & Grounds: Ms. Nielson absent, no report. 

 

Patron Services/Technology: Mr. Donohue had no report.  

 

X. Library Directors Report – Catherine LaBelle - see attached written report. 

 

Mr. Grau suggested sending the Garden Club a thank you letter for planting the flowers. 

 

XI. Resolutions/Motions 

 

A. Resolution to approve the checks numbered 17806 through 17867 dated April 1 to 

April 30, 2025 in the amount of $84,462.01. 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Mr. Grau 

 

Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; 

Mr. Grau yes; Motion Carried 

 

B. Resolution to accept staff salaries for the month of April 2025 in the amount of 

$67,209.43. 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Mr. Grau 

 

Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; 

Mr. Grau yes; Motion Carried 

 

XII. Public Comments 

None 

 

XIII. Old Business 

None 
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XIV. New Business 

None 

 

XV. Executive Session 

None 

 

XVI. Open Session 

None 

 

XVII. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Grau seconded by Mr. Tubbs; meeting was 

adjourned at 7:09pm. 
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Director’s Report 

June 6, 2025 

 

We’re excited to kick off our 2025 Summer Reading Program, Color Our World! 

Registration and reading logs will once again be available through our website, 

beginning Monday, June 16. To launch our summer of reading, we’ll host the Jake 

Strong Magic Show on Saturday, June 21, generously sponsored by Provident Bank, 

with Sweet Ice Cream provided by Blue Foundry Bank, both local sponsors.  

 

We have a full summer of fun planned for all ages—from tie-dye, Jester Jim juggling, 

and family bingo for kids, to a teen-led clothing drive, to our popular Summer U lecture 

series and Monday Movie Matinees for adults. There’s something for everyone as we 

celebrate reading, artistry, and community all summer long. 

 

This month we had 50 new library card registrations. 8,053 visitors passed through our 

doors in the month of May. The Circulation team processed 476 new items and mended 

20 existing items. 

 

Buildings and Grounds 

The water fountain/filling stations arrived and Lepore plumbers completed the “rough-in” 

plumbing and are waiting for the electrician to connect the wiring. These are the same 

fountains as the ones in the schools.  The water is chilled and filtered.  

 

The HVAC system has been working well, transitioning from cool nights to warm days. 

The change of seasons has always been the time when we had the most problems.  
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Finance  

We received $2,895 in summer reading donations. This includes the Montville Township 

Education Association’s recent donation of $644.65 from their dress down day when 

teachers and support staff across the district were allowed to wear jeans for the day.  

 

The Township Administrator reviewed the library’s capital funding request and are 

adding parking lot repaving ($100,000) and a generator ($140,000) to their 2025 capital 

budget. The Library’s contribution is $120,000.  There is a resolution on the agenda to 

approve this $120,000 payment to the Township.  

 

The Finance committee recommends transferring $150,000 from the capital reserve 

checking account to a CD and transferring $40,000 from the donations account to a CD 

at the best rate and term. There is a resolution on the agenda to approve these 

transfers.  

 

The $1,500 check to Library Market is the annual subscription for our events website 

calendar which manages program registration and attendance.  There are two checks to 

US Bank to avoid late payments because the statement closing date is the 25th of the 

month.  

 

Marketing and Outreach: 

May kicked off with a festive start, celebrating both Star Wars Day (“May the Fourth Be 

with You!”) and Cinco de Mayo. Throughout the month, we also honored several 

national observances with displays and programming, including National Pet Month, 

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, Jewish American Heritage Month, 

Mental Health Awareness Month, and Older Americans Month. 

 

In addition to these cultural and awareness events, we featured programming that 

recognized and expressed appreciation for important individuals in our lives: Mother’s 

Day, National Teacher Appreciation Day, National Police Week, and National Nurses 

Week. We concluded the month by paying tribute to our veterans in observance of 

Memorial Day. 
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Our most popular email newsletters in May featured announcements about upcoming 

concerts, technology classes, and our always-popular mini book sale. 

 

Mary Grace Zaccaria visited the Montville Senior Center to promote the library’s many 

offerings for older adults. She highlighted programs such as knitting and crocheting, 

afternoon movies, lecture series, and Saturday concerts, as well as resources from our 

Library of Things, like the sewing machine and Cricut machine—tools to help pursue 

hobbies and learn new skills. Seniors responded enthusiastically, especially praising 

Mahjong and Chair Yoga, which remain crowd favorites. 

 

Risa’s outreach included story time visits to all four local preschools—Kids Connect, 

Millie's House, Kiddie Academy, and Funtime Kids Academy 2. Children enjoyed 

seasonal stories and songs celebrating teachers, mothers, and spring. 

 

We also celebrated the graduation of our Craig 

School intern, Mary, who completed her 

internship this month. Mary was a tremendous 

help with our Tuesday morning programs and 

supported Risa and Jo with numerous craft 

activities across multiple events. Her creativity, 

enthusiasm, and reliability will be greatly missed 

by staff and kids alike. 

 
Patron Services:  
After meeting with three website design companies and reviewing the results with staff, I 

have selected a vendor to redesign the MTPL website. The goal is to streamline the 

site’s layout and improve accessibility for all users. Before signing the proposal, I will 

share the final selection and plan with the Patron Services Committee. 

 

CLC has provided an updated shipping date of August 29 for the new study carrels. We 

also ordered a new couch for the World Language area to replace the current stained 

and torn one in that area.  
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Adult programs 

May’s Montville U lecture series offered an engaging variety of topics for adult patrons. 

Attendees traveled vicariously on an “African Safari” with Somerset County 

Environmental Center Naturalist Monica Juhasz, enjoyed a talk on Baroque music with 

New Jersey Baroque Orchestra conductor Dr. Bob Butts, and explored the life and work 

of Vincent Van Gogh in a compelling Art Talk by Janet Mandel. The “Telling Her Story” 

series continued with a presentation on Frances Perkins, the first woman to serve in a 

U.S. Cabinet position and the so-called “Mother of the New Deal.” Additionally, a 

representative from NORWESCAP visited to inform seniors about NJ SAVES, a state-

run program that offers various benefits to older adults. 

 

Our virtual programming continued with two art history lectures. Jay Schuck provided a 

presentation on the Romanticism movement, while Mary Vahey discussed the work of 

Caspar David Friedrich, tying in with a current exhibit at the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art. 

 

In celebration of Older Americans Month, the Afternoon Book Club read How to Age 

Disgracefully by Clare Pooley. Fifteen participants enjoyed the breezy and humorous 

novel, which sparked thoughtful discussion on aging and activism. The Evening Book 

Club read The Women by Kristin Hannah. Thirteen readers found this emotionally 

resonant historical novel—centered on the experiences of nurses during the Vietnam 

War—both enlightening and engrossing. 

 

Participants in Amy’s monthly craft session used decoupage techniques to turn 

seashells into decorative trinket bowls. May’s Spice of the Month was Maldon Salt, 

accompanied by a handout detailing its history and suggested recipes. Jo’s knitting and 

crocheting group remained strong with 46 participants sharing patterns, progress, and 

good conversation. Two patrons also made use of our Creative Craft Center for 

independent craft projects. 

 

The Library of Things circulated a total of 139 items in May, including 61 pieces of 

equipment, 18 museum passes, 43 games and toys, and 17 miscellaneous items. Our 

Memory Lab had 13 appointments, two of which were from non-Montville residents.  
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English Language Learning classes wrapped up for the spring session with a combined 

total of 63 students across the beginner and intermediate levels. Classes will resume in 

the fall. Fourteen patrons used the Seed Library to borrow seeds for their home 

gardens. 

 

This month, Risa attended a MAYS meeting where the library received a complimentary 

Toniebox audiobook device along with four story character figures. We are excited to 

add this new item to our Library of Things collection in June. 

 

Children’s Programs 

May was a lively month in our children’s department, filled with joyful stories, songs, and 

hands-on fun. For Mother's Day, 26 Messy Munchkins created picture frames from 

recycled plastic bottles and captured Polaroid photos to place inside them. The children 

were especially delighted watching their photos slowly appear. Our Sing & Sign 

Storytime returned with 22 preschoolers signing along to books and songs, and popping 

bubbles. Kids Yoga brought in 20 young participants who balanced, stretched, and even 

picked up pom-poms with their toes before ending with a calming breathing ball 

exercise. 

 

Miss Jolie entertained 40 children and their caregivers with energetic singing, dancing, 

and bubble fun. In ABC123  kids learned the letter G through games, books, and a 

grape-themed craft. Storytime themes this month included noses, colors, grapes, and 

pigs, keeping our youngest readers engaged and entertained. 

 

The Kids Craft Book Club for 1st and 2nd graders read I Spy Fly Guy! by Tedd Arnold. 

The book’s humor and charm kept the kids laughing, and thanks to Jo and intern Mary, 
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participants made an adorable Fly Guy craft to take home. The month’s craft themes 

were spring-focused. Children made a Little Blue Truck with flowers, crafted Mother’s 

Day cards, built reefs with hidden fish, and designed colorful octopi. For Memorial Day, 

they created red, white, and blue chalk stars. Play-Doh Time drew 14 children who 

enjoyed sculpting and experimenting with colors. 

 

The Kids Diamond Painting Book Club for 3rd through 5th graders read their first 

graphic novel, Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. The group of nine kids loved both 

the story and the vibrant illustrations. 

 

Baby & Toddlers, too had 20 children attending. Stories and songs about birthdays were 

followed by a festive cupcake craft led by Amy. Our Bouncing Babies program 

welcomed 25 little ones who explored music through shakers, scarves, and percussion 

instruments. 

 

Young Adult Programs 

May was another standout month for our Teen Advisory 

Board. On Saturday, May 3, TAB members organized and 

led a successful Children’s Spelling Bee. The event 

featured a competition for kindergarten through second 

grade, attended by 35 children and their families, and a 

second event for third through fifth graders, with 25 in 

attendance. The event was spearheaded by TAB member 

Scipio and supported by two additional TAB members and 

their families. Their leadership and teamwork made the 

event a success and a joy for all involved. 

 

Additionally, one of our TAB members continues to volunteer with our Kids LEGO 

program, offering helpful guidance and creativity that the children genuinely appreciate. 

His enthusiasm and skill have added a new dimension to this popular program. 

 

Personnel 

Walter, Mary Grace, and I completed mid-year evaluations for all 19 staff members.   
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Staff Development 

Amy Resnikoff, Risa Skerker and I attended the Main Adult Book Buzz at Parsippany 

Library, where 12 publishers briefed us on the most anticipated upcoming titles 

published over the next few months. The Book Buzz is organized by the Main Alliance's 

Readers Advisory Group, of which I am co-chair.  

 

I attended a Main HR Legal Forum with attorney Denise Esmerado on common 

mistakes managers make in dealing with FMLA, NJFLA and harassment situations.  

Bobby Dillon attended a webinar from Linked in Leaning on Firmware Motherboard and 

Mass Storage Power Supplies. 

 

Cindy LaRue attended the NJLA conference in Atlantic City on May 29-30 and brought 

back valuable insights. She learned about upcoming initiatives for the 250th anniversary 

of the U.S., including resources from Revolution NJ and the NJ Historical Commission. 

Sessions covered First Amendment audits and library safety, ILS migration updates and 

creative community engagement ideas like starting a local archival club.  

 

Technology 

This month’s tech programming included two instructional classes: “How to Fix a Slow 

Computer” and “PC Troubleshooting Tips & Tricks.” Tech Librarian Bobby Dillon also 

taught a well-received session on “Google Drive and Google Calendar,” which was 

attended by six patrons, and offered a hands-on class on downloading and using the 

Libby and hoopla apps, with one participant attending. 

 

In addition to scheduled classes, Bobby hosted two evening Drop-In Tech Help 

sessions and one afternoon session. On May 8 and May 19, individual patrons attended 

for one-on-one assistance. Questions addressed during these sessions included how to 

create desktop shortcuts, adjust browser settings in Microsoft Edge and Google 

Chrome, customize accessibility features, navigate Windows 11 settings, and check for 

system updates. 
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Meetings 

May 13 - Main Technical Services AG Meeting - Nilufer, Sue 

May 13 & 23 - Main ILS Cmte – Catherine 

May 16 – Main MAYS meeting – Risa 

May 19 – LibraryLinkNJ Town Hall – Catherine 

May 22 – Main Directors & Readers Advisory Cmte - Catherine 

June 11 – Library Patron Services/Tech  

June 24 – Library Buildings & Grounds Committee 

July 14 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

Aug 11 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine LaBelle 

Director 

 























LIBRARY SPONSORED PROGRAMS May   2025 May   2024

Children - Staff Programs

Story Time (with snacks & crafts) 127

Legos, Coloring, Puzzles 26

Babies & Toddlers 20

Bouncing Babies 25

Messy Munchkins 26

Outreach Story Time Pre-School Visits 115 May 2025 Book Displays

Kids Book Clubs - diferent ages w/ painting 14 May is National Physical Fitness and Sports Month - Adults 

ABC123 26 May the Fourth Be With You - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Spelling Bee - 2 age groups 60 Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month - All Ages

Mother's Day - Children

Children - Staff Programs Total 439 527 May is Jewish American Heritage Month - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Cinco De Mayo - Children

Children - Paid Presenters Mental Health Awareness Month -Adults, Young Adults, Children 

Kids Yoga 20 Military Appreciation Month & Memorial Day - All Ages

Miss Jolie 40 World Turtle Day - May 23rd - Children

Sign ST & Songs 22 Nurses Week (May 6th - May 12th)  - Children 

Teacher Appreciation Day (May 7th) - Children

National Pet Month - Children

Children - Paid Presenters Total 82 85 National Police Week - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Total All Children's Programs 521 612 Gardening - Adults

Young Adults - Staff Programs Staff Picks - Adults

TAB Spelling Bee Volunteers 6 LibraryReads - Adults

TAB Meeting 20 NY Times Bestseller List - Adults

Young Adult - Staff Programs Total 26 24

Young Adult - Paid Presenters

Young Adult - Paid Presenters Total 0 0

Total All Young Adult Programs 26 24

Adult - Staff Programs 

Adult Book Club 28

Knitting 46

Memory Lab 13

Art Class with Amy 14

Creative Craft Center 2

The Help 9

Adult Staff Programs Total 84 191

Adult - Paid Presenters

Chair Yoga 89

Montville U - lectures, concerts 215

Qigong 68

Technology Classes 37

ELL 63

Mahjong 28

Art Class 15

Art Lecture Virtual 55

Medicare Help NORWESCAP & NJ Saves no fee 23

Adult - Paid Presenters Total 593 568

Total All Adult Programs 677 759

Library Sponsored Total 1,224 1,395

OUTSIDE GROUPS

Montivlle 4th of July 20

Outside Groups Total 20 25

GRAND TOTAL 1,244 1,420

                                                    MONTVILLE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY MAY 2025 PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

May 12, 2025  Board Meeting


