
 

1 
 

Montville Township Public Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting  

Minutes of August 11, 2025 

Montville Township Public Library 

90 Horseneck Road 

Montville, New Jersey 07045 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

OPEN SESSION 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Grau, at 7:00pm 

II. Roll Call 

 

 

Catherine LaBelle, Library Director – Present 

Mary Grace Zaccaria, Assistant Library Director - Present 

Liz Johansen, Board Recording Secretary – Present 

. 

III. Open Public Meetings Act Statement 

 

Secretary Johansen stated that prior notice of this meeting has been published in 

accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. Meeting will be 

digitally recorded.  Minutes will be available to the public on the Library’s website once 

they have been officially approved. 

 

IV. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Charles Grau  (Chairman) 

Mr. Robert Donohue 

Ms. Linda Peskin 

Ms. Deb Nielson 

Ms. Dianna Paradise 

Mayor Kayne 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Mr. David Tubbs 

Dr. Sunil Shah 

Mr. Larry Hines 
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V. Adoption of Minutes 

Ms.Nielson made a motion to approve the July 14, 2025 regular session minutes,       

seconded by Mr. Donohue 

Ms. Nielson yes; Mayor Kayne yes; Mr. Grau yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; 

Ms. Paradise abstained; Motion Carried 

VI. Public Comments 

None 

VII. Reports of Officers 

Larry Hines – President 

Mr. Hines absent, no report. 

Charlie Grau – Vice-President 

Mr. Grau had no report.  

Dianna Paradise – Secretary  

Mrs. Paradise had no report.      

Linda Peskin – Treasurer 

Ms. Peskin stated that the finances are in order. 

Robert Donohue – Assistant Treasurer 

Mr. Donohue had no report.  

VIII. Report of Liaisons 

 

Mayor – Mayor Kayne had no report. 

 

Superintendent Liaison of Schools – Mr. Tubbs absent, no report, 

 

IX. Reports of Committees 

 

Finance: Ms. Peskin stated the Committee met this evening.  The budget is currently at 

58.3%. One of the CD’s is coming due.  She will renew with Provident Bank for 7 

months at 4.02%. 
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Personnel – Mr. Grau stated that one employee has been hired. 

 

Buildings & Grounds: Ms. Nielson stated that they are waiting for a revised quote for a 

diesel generator.  

 

Patron Services/Technology: Mr. Donohue had no report.  The Committee will meet on 

Wednesday. 

 

X. Library Directors Report – Catherine LaBelle - see attached written report. 

 

XI. Resolutions/Motions 

 

A. Resolution to approve the checks numbered 17964 through 18024 dated July 1 to July 

31, 2025 in the amount of $99,773.45 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Mr. Donohue 

 

Ms. Nielson yes; Mayor Kayne yes; Mr. Grau yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; 

Ms. Paradise yes; Motion Carried 

 

B. Resolution to accept staff salaries for the month of July 2025 in the amount of 

$102,243.69 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Mr. Donohue 

 

Ms. Nielson yes; Mayor Kayne yes; Mr. Grau yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; 

Ms. Paradise yes; Motion Carried 

 

C. Resolution to hire Rebecca Bienskie-Jackson to the position of part time Library Page 

at a rate of $15.49 an hour effective July 30, 2025. 

 

Motion made by Mr. Grau and seconded by Mr. Donohue 

 

Ms. Nielson yes; Mayor Kayne yes; Mr. Grau yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; 

Ms. Paradise yes; Motion Carried 

 

XII. Public Comments 

None 
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XIII. Old Business 

None 

 

XIV. New Business 

None 

 

XV. Executive Session 

None 

 

XVI. Open Session 

None 

 

XVII. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Mayor Kayne seconded by Mr. Donohue; meeting was 

adjourned at 7:09pm. 
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Director’s Report 

September 5, 2025 

 

Our Summer of Color Our World Reading Program concluded in mid-August, and kids 

and adults came out to enjoy a wide variety of fun-filled events. Regular programming 

highlights included a Lego Block Party, Reading Buddies, Summer Reading Club for 

high schoolers, Family Movie Night, Family Bingo Night, and our final ice cream–

themed story times, which were packed to capacity and staffed by our accomplished 

TAB volunteers. 

 

The summer reading program wrapped up with two big finale events: an outdoor tie-dye 

workshop led by Amy Resnikoff and a lively afternoon with Jack’s Petting Zoo. Each 

drew more than 100 children and parents. Children delighted in meeting bunnies, goats, 

and llamas at the ever-popular petting zoo and in the weeks following the tie-dye event, 

we loved seeing children proudly wearing their colorful shirts and onesies. Thirty-two 

teens capped off their summer with a make-your-own sundae party, and adults closed 

out the season with a pastel portrait workshop by local artist Bernadine Ferrari and an 

afternoon of board games hosted by our TAB volunteers. 
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Throughout the summer, children and teens collected prizes for their reading efforts, 

and lucky winners took home games, craft prizes, and gift cards to Seven Scoops ice 

cream shop. Our adult participants were entered into weekly drawings for $15 ShopRite 

gift cards, and four lucky winners received $100 gift certificates to China Pavilion 2 - 

thanks to the restaurant’s generous support. 

 

 

 

This year’s program saw significant growth: sign-ups increased by 14% over 2024, 

driven largely by more children participating, and the number of books read rose by 

34%. In total, 416 children, 99 teens, and 147 adults registered, with 2,823 books read 

overall. Special thanks go to Amy Resnikoff, Jo Perez, Risa Skerker, and Pam 

O’Gorman for their creativity, thoughtful planning, and seamless execution of this year’s 

summer programs. Thanks should also go out to the entire staff for managing the extra 

patron activity in the building during the summer, and to the TAB for manning the 

summer reading table. We are also grateful to our sponsors: Provident Bank (Jake 

Strong’s Magic Show), Blue Foundry Bank (Sweet Ice Queen Truck), Bliss Salon 

(Jester Jim), Red Barn and Ion Bank (Jack’s Petting Zoo), the Pio Costa Foundation for 

prize sponsorships, and NJ’s Clean Communities grant (Zoophoria). 

 

In August, we welcomed 119 new library users. Year-to-date, there were 624 patrons 

registered. To date, there are 9,708 active patrons registered. 9,519 visitors passed 
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through our doors. The Circulation team processed 313 new items and mended 40 

existing items.           

 

Buildings and Grounds 

We called Denco, a local exterminating company, about an active yellow jacket nest 

over the breezeway entry doors.  They came right over and the area was cleaned and 

safe by the start of our afternoon program.  

 

A big thank you to Fred Ackerman and David Boyle who fixed a bent hinge on our front 

door that was making it impossible to close the door and set the alarm.  

 

We conducted a fire drill the morning of August 27.  Fred notified the security company 

and then sounded the alarm. Staff and patrons exited the library with the help of our fire 

marshals who monitored different areas of the building and directed people to the 

nearest exits and meeting place to wait for the all clear.  Everything was in order and 

the building was evacuated smoothly and quickly.  

  

Cain & Sons completed the annual inspection on our 13 fire extinguishers.  

 

Finance  

Wielkotz Auditor, Nicole Donadio, completed the onsite visit and we are expecting the 

draft audit soon. 

 

Ms. Peskin renewed her Public Official Bond Surety and Indemnity Coverage through 

the MEL-JIF.  This coverage lasts for three years and is required for the Library Board 

Treasurer. 

 

Ms. Peskin renewed the two CD’s that matured on August 15, 2025: 

• Capital Reserve CD # 0994 for $161,840 

• Operating Account CD # 0990 for $83,828 

 

The new maturity date is March 15, 2026.   
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Marketing and Outreach: 

In August, Nilufer Sozusen and Cindy LaRue created colorful book displays for Back to 

School, National Dog Day, Book Lovers Day, Get Ready for Fall, and the 75th 

anniversary of Peanuts creator Charles Schulz. Our most-read newsletters highlighted 

Fine Forgiveness Month, the cooperative-wide loan period changes, and upcoming 

adult programs. Risa’s outreach this month included visits to Kids Connect and Kiddie 

Academy, where children enjoyed stories and songs about summer and picnics. She 

will resume visits to Fun Time Academy 2 and Millie’s House in September. 

 

Patron Services: 
On August 25, Berkeley Heights Public Library joined the Main cooperative, coinciding 

with the system-wide standardization of item types, collections, shelf locations, and loan 

periods. This change streamlines data entry, saves staff time, and reduces confusion for 

patrons. With 19 new member libraries added in the past five years, the variety of loan 

rules had become unsustainable. Standardizing creates a simpler, more consistent 

borrowing experience for the cooperative’s 147,000 active patrons, who collectively 

check out over 3 million items each year. 

 

Also in August, we held our annual Fine Forgiveness Month, granting amnesty on 

overdue fines for most Montville Library-owned items (excluding replacement fees and 

Library of Things materials).  Total waived fees in August were $1,385.10 coming from 

625 individual fees paid and 234 unique patrons. 27 lost or billed items were recovered, 

with a total value of $567.95. Walter’s more detailed amnesty report is included in the 

Board meeting documents.  

 

Adult Programs 

August was an active month for adult programming, with a variety of cultural, 

educational, and hands-on activities that connected well with our Color Our World 

summer theme. Our virtual offerings featured Art Talks on the Cloisters Museum and on 

Michelangelo. The Monday Afternoon Art & Artist Film Series concluded with The Da 

Vinci Code starring Tom Hanks. This summer series, which highlighted films connected 

to famous artists or works of art, drew strong attendance throughout the season. 
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On Wednesday, August 27, we bid farewell to Chair Yoga instructor Rebecca, who has 

been with MTPL since 2020. She decided to step back from her library class in order to 

spend more time with her family, and we wish her well, as she continues to teach at the 

Senior Center. When we first added Chair Yoga in 2020, senior-level fitness classes 

were not offered elsewhere in town. That has since changed, as the Senior Center now 

offers six weekly fitness classes and will introduce another Chair Yoga session this fall 

with a second instructor. At MTPL, the newly available Wednesday afternoon slot will be 

filled with a monthly Canasta Open Play session and practical adult programs such as 

Dementia Awareness, Brain Fitness, Senior Volunteer Opportunities, and a presentation 

on Trusts & Estates and the probate process by Morris County Surrogate Heather 

Darling, Esq. 

 

Other popular monthly programs included Spice Club, which explored pickling spices 

and summer recipes, and Jo’s Knitting and Crocheting group, which welcomed 28 

participants. The Creative Craft Center also stayed busy, with patrons creating 

personalized t-shirts, hats, bulletin board borders, and more. 

 

Our Library of Things continues to be in high demand, with 132 items circulating in 

August: 51 equipment, 55 toys/games, and 26 museum passes. Tracy Abuoliem, Sue, 

Leung and Nilufer Sozusen worked diligently to catalog our new Yoto and Tonie items, 

popular brands of screen-free audio players for children. Yoto cards are now complete, 

and work on cataloging the individual Tonie figures will begin next month. Both the Yoto 

Player and Tonie Boxes are circulating well and generating enthusiastic interest from 

patrons. 

 

The Memory Lab recorded 17 appointments in August, with most users focused on 

transferring VHS and camcorder tapes. ELL with Norma Pravec will return September 

15–December 17, and the fall session is already filling quickly. 

 

Finally, our book clubs tied beautifully into the summer theme. Risa Skerker hosted the 

Afternoon Book Club, which discussed Michael Finkel’s The Art Thief: A True Story of 

Love, Crime and a Dangerous Obsession, a riveting true crime narrative about art, theft, 

and love. The Evening Book Club, with 17 in attendance, explored Christina Baker 
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Kline’s A Piece of the World, a moving fictional memoir of the woman immortalized in 

Wyeth’s painting Christina’s World. Risa does an excellent job managing the clubs, 

balancing recommended and themed selections with patron suggestions. She ensures 

members have access to the books by requesting copies from other libraries, and she 

reads both monthly selections on her own time.      

                

 

Children’s Programs 

August was a busy and colorful month for our youngest patrons, with story times, clubs, 

and creative programs keeping the library lively. Themes this month ranged from bees 

and seahorses to pets and nighttime, with children making everything from giraffes and 

rockets to tacos, chickens, and of course plenty of bubbles. 

 

Our specialty story times drew strong attendance: Fun with Food brought in 38 children 

who built wafer trucks with cookies, candy, and icing, while Sign & Sing introduced 22 

little ones to ASL signing their favorite foods and colors. Yoga welcomed 28 

preschoolers to try out new poses, and our special Back-to-School Ice Cream Storytime 

on August 20th gathered 33 children for stories, crafts, and treats with the help of 10 

TAB volunteers. Babies and toddlers weren’t left out as 25 joined Baby & Toddlers, Too 

for veggie-themed songs and crafts, while another 25 enjoyed Bouncing Babies with 

bubbles, shakers, and scarves. 

 

Craft and club programs rounded out the month. Messy Munchkins created colorful 

tissue-paper family portraits, while a drop-in craft had 18 children painting wooden 
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snakes. Tie-dye afternoon was a standout, drawing more than 100 kids and parents to 

transform t-shirts into rainbows. Our Drop-in Lego program on August 28th gave 10 

children a chance to build creative structures with TAB volunteers’ help. 

 

Book-based clubs were also a hit. The new Summer Reading Middle School Book Club 

launched with the Montville Twp. school system’s required summer read, Gordon 

Korman’s Restart, drawing 10 readers for a thoughtful discussion. Younger children 

enjoyed Kids Craft Book Club (grades 1–3), where 7 readers laughed through Super 

Narwhal and Jelly Jolt and made sea creature art. For grades 4–6, Kids Diamond 

Painting Book Club brought 6 children together for Peter Brown’s The Wild Robot 

Escapes alongside sparkling craft projects, with enthusiasm so high that the group 

decided to continue the series next month. 

 

Young Adult Programs 

August was a busy and rewarding month for our teens, who not only enjoyed creative 

and social activities but also contributed many volunteer hours to support children’s 

programs and summer reading. Their enthusiasm and dedication made a huge 

difference for both staff and patrons, and we are deeply grateful for their help. 

 

Our monthly Teen Crochet Club, started by Jo, remains very popular. On August 21, 12 

teens participated as Jo and Nilufer guided them in learning new crochet skills. Thanks 

also to Walter for supporting the program and encouraging staff collaboration, which 

really benefits the teens. Teens also pitched in at our Lego Block Party on August 1, 

where 12 TAB volunteers helped 35 children build their own creations, making it fun for 

kids and teens alike. 

 

Throughout the month, TAB volunteers provided invaluable assistance at Ice Cream 

Storytimes, Evening Storytime, Fun with Food Storytime, Family Bingo, Lego programs, 

Tie Dye, and Jack’s Petting Zoo. Special thanks to our volunteer Lily, who continues to 

dedicate her Saturday mornings to helping with Storytime. Two TAB members also 

organized a clothing drive for Homeless Solutions, and our patrons responded 

generously with donations of clothing, shoes, and toys. 
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Teens also led and participated in unique programs of their own. On August 4, a TAB 

member and other high school forensic team students ran a Teen and Tween Public 

Speaking Workshop for 11 participants. Their professionalism and preparation were 

impressive, and we hope to repeat the program during the school year. On August 12, 

our TAB Tutoring and Reading Buddies program brought together 13 TAB tutors and 10 

younger children (preschool through 5th grade) for reading, math help, and story 

sharing, a program we also hope to continue. Library Assistant Julia Guzzio ran another 

well-received creative art workshop on August 13, where 6 teens made paper dragon 

collages while enjoying refreshments.  

 

Technology 

Tech Classes this month included “Introduction to Microsoft Publisher” Parts 1 & 2. 

Eight participants attended the first session. We also offered a Publisher Practice and 

Review class, which drew two attendees and provided an opportunity to answer 

questions in greater depth and continue projects begun in the earlier sessions. 

 

Meetings 

Aug. 4 – Main member Relations Committee – Catherine 

Aug. 14 – Programs & Services Dept. Meeting – Catherine, Mary Grace, Dept. staff 

Aug. 15 - Main ILS Cmte – Catherine 
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Aug. 19 - Circ. Department Staff Meeting – Circ staff, Walter, Mary Grace, Catherine 

Aug. 28 – Main Board of Directors Retreat - Catherine 

Sept 23 – Library Buildings & Grounds Committee 

Oct. 8 – Library Patron Services/Tech  

Oct.  20 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

Nov. 10 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine LaBelle 

Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 























LIBRARY SPONSORED PROGRAMS Aug  2025 Aug   2024

Children - Staff Programs

Story Time (with ice cream, snacks & crafts) 287

Legos, Coloring, Puzzles 35

Babies & Toddlers 25

Bouncing Babies 25

ABC123 28

Messy Munchkins 22

Outreach Story Time Pre-School Visits 40 August  2025 Book Displays

Kids Book Clubs - diferent ages w/ painting 13 Back to School - Children

Tie Dye & Craft w/ Amy 118 National Dog Day - August 26th - Adults, Children

Bingo 50 Book Lovers Day - August 9th - Adults, Teens and Children

Family Movie 23 Beach Reads - Adults, Teens and Children

Children - Staff Programs Total 666 498 August Fun Facts - Adults 

Family Fun Month August - Adults

Children - Paid Presenters Frankenstein - Adults and Children

Kids Yoga 28 August is American Artist Appreciation Month - Adults

Sign Stories & Songs 22 Get ready for Fall - Children

Jack's Petting Zoo 100 Happy 75th Anniversary Peanuts - Children

Library Reads

Staff Picks

Children - Paid Presenters Total 150 115 NY Times Best Sellers 
Total All Children's Programs 816 613

Young Adults - Staff Programs

TAB Program Helpers 23

Adult Games w/TAB Helpers 5

Public Apeaking Workshop 11

Paper Dragons w/Julia 6

TAB Tutoring Help 10

Teen Book Club 10

Tween/Teen Crochet 12

Teen Ice Cream Sundae Party 32

Young Adult - Staff Programs Total 109 94

Young Adult - Paid Presenters

23

Young Adult - Paid Presenters Total 0 0

Total All Young Adult Programs 109 94

Adult - Staff Programs 

Adult Book Club 38

Memory Lab 17

Creative Craft Center 4

Tech Class 8

Monday Movie 56

Spice of the Month Club

Adult Knitting 27

Adult Staff Programs Total 150 151

Adult - Paid Presenters

Chair Yoga 58

Montville U - lectures, concerts 

Art Talks - Virtual 70

Adult - Paid Presenters Total 128 91

Total All Adult Programs 278 242

Library Sponsored Total 1,203 949

OUTSIDE GROUPS

Outside Groups Total 0 20

GRAND TOTAL 1,203 969

                                                    MONTVILLE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY AUGUST 2025 PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

September 8 , 2025  Board Meeting


