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Montville Township Public Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting  

Minutes of April 13, 2026 

Montville Township Public Library 

90 Horseneck Road 

Montville, New Jersey 07045 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

OPEN SESSION 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Hines, at 7:00pm 

II. Roll Call 

 

 

Catherine LaBelle, Library Director – Present 

Mary Grace Zaccaria, Assistant Library Director - Present 

Liz Johansen, Board Recording Secretary – Present 

 

III. Open Public Meetings Act Statement 

 

Secretary Johansen stated that prior notice of this meeting has been published in 

accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. Meeting will be 

digitally recorded.  Minutes will be available to the public on the Library’s website and at 

the Information Desk in the Library once they have been officially approved. 

 

IV. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Larry Hines 

Mr. Robert Donohue 

Ms. Linda Peskin 

Ms. Dianna Paradise 

Mr. David Tubbs 

Ms. Deb Nielson 

Mayor Cooney 

Dr. Sunil Shah 

Mr. Charles Grau   
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V. Adoption of Minutes 

Ms. Paradise made a motion to approve the March 9, 2026 Regular Session minutes,       

seconded by Mayor Cooney. 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. 

Cooney yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Grau yes;  Motion Carried 

VI. Public Comments 

Mr. Eule, 16 Ridge Drive. He discussed his dissatisfaction at the speed in which the 

Library obtains new books and dvd’s. He stated that he has received items from other 

Library’s before Montville Library has it in stock. He also does not like that Montville 

doesn’t allow you to see the hold list.  Director LaBelle stated that the waitlist doesn’t 

prioritize Montville residents so the hold list is not a true indication of where you are on 

the list. Mr. Hines and Director LaBelle will look into his concerns and get back to him.  

VII. Reports of Officers 

Larry Hines – President 

Mr. Hines had no report.  

Charlie Grau – Vice-President 

Mr. Grau had no report.  

Dianna Paradise – Secretary  

Mrs. Paradise had no report.      

Linda Peskin – Treasurer 

Ms. Peskin stated that the finances are in order.  

Robert Donohue – Assistant Treasurer 

Mr. Donohue had no report.  

VIII. Report of Liaisons 

 

Mayor – Mayor Cooney stated that Canal Day is this Saturday from 12pm-4pm.  He 

asked if any copies of Landi Simone’s books are in stock.  Director LaBelle will get some 

copies.    
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Superintendent Liaison of Schools – Mr. Tubbs stated that the author of the summer 

reading book is coming out to speak to the students.  

 

IX. Reports of Committees 

 

Finance: Ms. Peskin stated the budget is currently at 25%.  The heating category is high 

but should even out now that the heat is no longer needed.    

 

Personnel – Mr. Grau had no report. 

 

Buildings & Grounds: Ms. Nielson stated that the Committee is meeting on April 28.  

 

Patron Services/Technology: Mr. Donohue stated the committee discussed the two new 

museum passes that will be available; The Guggenheim and the Frick Collection.  They 

will look at ideas for the teen and public computer area.  

 

X. Library Directors Report – Catherine LaBelle - see attached written report. 

 

XI. Resolutions/Motions 

 

A. Resolution to approve the checks numbered 18440 through 18505 dated March 1 to 

March 31, 2026 in the amount of $64,576.31 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Ms. Nielson  

 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. 

Cooney yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Grau yes;  Motion Carried 

 

B. Resolution to accept staff salaries for the month of February 2026 in the amount of 

$70,717.31. 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Ms. Nielson 

 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. 

Cooney yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Grau yes;  Motion Carried 

 

C. Resolution to approve the Agreement with the Township for January 1, 2026 through 

December 31, 2028, with an option to renew the agreement for a fourth year ending 

December 31, 2029.  Mr. Hines stated there is a 2% increase over the term of the 

contract.  
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Motion made by Ms. Nielson and seconded by Ms. Paradise  

 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. 

Cooney yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Dr. Shah yes; Mr. Grau yes;  Motion Carried  

  

XII. Public Comments 

None 

 

XIII. Old Business 

None 

 

XIV. New Business 

None 

 

XV. Executive Session 

None 

 

XVI. Open Session 

None 

 

XVII. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Grau seconded by Mr. Tubbs; meeting was 

adjourned at 7:23pm. 
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Director’s Report 

May 8, 2026 

 

In April, we celebrated National Library Week with programs highlighting the library’s 

vital role in the community and a staff appreciation luncheon in recognition of the great 

service our team provides throughout the year. A special highlight for children was our 

Library Week Storytime on April 8, where 20 preschoolers enjoyed stories, songs, an 

edible bookworm craft, and a lively parade through the library. We also welcomed 30 

patrons to “Coffee with the Director,” where I shared updates on library improvements, 

expanding services, and future plans. Attendees expressed strong appreciation for the 

library’s growth, particularly our varied programming, welcoming staff, Library of Things, 

Memory Lab, and Creative Craft Center. Patrons praised our engaging lectures, 

wellness programs, and technology assistance, with many taking the time to recognize 

staff members by name, a testament to the meaningful relationships our employees 

build while serving the community.  

 

 



Page | 2 
 

Throughout the week, staff members were touched by the many expressions of 

gratitude from patrons, including kind notes, treats, and compliments recognizing the 

welcoming and supportive atmosphere our team creates each day. On Library Workers 

Appreciation Day, the staff enjoyed lunch from Kebab Paradise in appreciation of their 

continued dedication to MTPL. 

 

This month, we welcomed 51 new library users. We currently serve 8,640 active patrons 

out of 13,374 registered users, and 8,923 visitors came through our doors in April. The 

Circulation Department also processed 463 new items and repaired 8 materials.  

 

Buildings and Grounds 

Several ceiling tiles collapsed in the women’s staff bathroom after a weekend of heavy 

rain.  The 2024 Garland roof report photos show rusted penetration flashings and a 

downspout right above where the leak occurred. Steve Toth called Patwood Roofing for 

a quote on the repair. We are grateful to Fred Ackerman for cleaning up the mess and 

putting up new ceiling tiles. 

Ryan Fitzsimmons was here to turn on the lawn sprinklers. He said the water pressure 

was not sufficient to adequately cover the zones. We told him that Lepore plumbers 

installed a pressure reducing valve because the water pressure was too high. They are 

working together to resolve the issue.  

Finance 

On the balance sheet the accountant moved $100,000 from the Twp.of Montville -

Capital Projects Account (140-04) to the Property and Plant Improvements line (140-02) 

to reflect that the Parking Lot Drainage and Sidewalk Project was completed in 2025. 

Checks to the Township make up $188,243.34 or 85% of our check register total: 

2026 Annual PERS Expense     121,131.00 

First Qtr. PERS/CINS Withholding          17,528.77 

First and Second Qtr. In Kind Services & JIF       47,277.76  

DCRP Expense - last 8 pay periods           2,305.81 
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We still have not received any health bills to date since the Township left the State 

Health Benefits Plan and switched to a Health Insurance Fund.  

There is a resolution on the agenda to transfer $110,000 from the Capital Reserve 

Account for a Provident Bank check payable to the Township of Montville for the 

Parking Lot Lighting Project.  June Hercek, Township Administrator, said the Township 

is putting this project in their 2026 capital budget and that the funds will not be available 

until after the ordinance is adopted, usually in July.  Prior to introducing the ordinance, 

they will need our $110,000.  

Provident Bank Operating Account CD #2834 matures on May 19. Original term was 91 

days at 3.8% APY.  

 

Marketing and Outreach 

In April, we celebrated the onset of spring, with the library showcasing milestones such 

as National Poetry Month, Arab American Heritage Month, Autism Awareness Month, 

Humor Month, National Library Week, Passover, Easter, and Earth Day. The library's 

displays were aligned with seasonal themes reflecting the vibrant spirit of Spring. 

 

Our most viewed emails this month were those announcing our Teen Recital and Teen 

craft for National Library Week.  

 

Risa Skerker’s Outreach Storytime this month included 4 schools - Millie's House, 

Kiddie Academy, Fun time Kids Academy 2 and Kids Connect where she read books 

about Earth Day and visiting libraries for National Library Week. 

 

Patron Services 

In 2026, the MAIN Library Alliance membership voted to adopt a new consortium name 

that better reflects its continued growth beyond Morris County. The consortium now 

includes more than 60 public libraries across seven New Jersey counties. Beginning in 

late 2026, MAIN will become Pillar Libraries, with a new logo and branding currently 

being developed by a contracted design firm. 
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Walter Clark, Head of Circulation, noted several significant system enhancements this 

month aimed at improving patron access and account management. Updates to the 

MAIN Libraries mobile app now integrate Libby digital checkouts alongside physical 

materials and introduce Aspen-powered discovery features with improved searching, 

filtering, and direct access to eContent platforms such as Libby, Hoopla, and Kanopy. 

New automated reminder notices for due items and expiring holds were also added to 

improve communication and circulation efficiency. In addition, consortium-wide updates 

to patron categories and account fields were introduced to support clearer reporting, 

more consistent policies, and improved data accuracy across member libraries. These 

patron category updates will go live in Koha in May. 

 

Main has paused the ability to place holds between Somerset County Libraries and the 

rest of the libraries in the consortium while they work on a solution to the bottlenecks in 

receiving and returning items at Somerset libraries. Patrons are still able check out 

items if they visit the libraries in person.  

 

Children’s Programs 

We had a wonderful morning celebrating National Library Week with songs, stories, 

parachute play, a parade through the library with staff members distributing treats, and 

edible bookworm crafts prepared by Jo Perez.  

 

Storytime themes this month included rain, hippos, caterpillars, ladybugs, farm animals, 

cookies, and bees. Children enjoyed dressing Elmo in rain gear crafts, bubble dancing, 

and creating bookworm bookmarks for National Library Week. Our Bee Storytime, led 

by Mary Grace, Bobby, and Rebecca, was especially popular. 

 

Twenty-two children attended Messy Munchkins, where they welcomed spring by 

creating tie-dye butterflies. Thirty-five toddlers and preschoolers joined our monthly Sign 

& Sing Storytime, while eight preschoolers participated in Kids Yoga featuring games 

and poses. Miss Jolie once again drew a crowd of more than 50 children for singing, 

dancing, and bubble play. Wednesday evening storytimes celebrated both Earth Day 

and National Library Week with stories, songs, and crafts. 
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Our Kids Craft Book Club enjoyed reading Beak & Ally: Unlikely Friends and created a 

collaborative poster inspired by the book. The Kids Diamond Painting Book Club read 

Diary of an Awesome Friendly Kid: Rowley Jefferson's Journal and is looking forward to 

reading the sequel next month. 

 

Young Adult Programs 

The highlight of the month was our TAB Concert, organized by Co-Vice President Gio 

and Co-President Julia, who brought together an accomplished group of teen musicians 

and vocalists for a memorable evening. Julia designed beautiful concert programs, Jo 

arranged refreshments, Bobby handled video recording and sound, and Mary Grace 

delivered a lovely introduction. The audience greatly appreciated the teens sharing their 

musical talents with the community.  

 

TAB Tutoring and Reading Buddies continued to be very successful, with children 

benefiting from one-on-one support in reading and math from our dedicated teen 

volunteers. During National Library Week, teens also enjoyed creating edible 

bookworms in the Teen Area. 

 

TAB collaborated with the Montville High School Chinese Honor Society to present a 

screening of Turning Red, attended by 10 children. Special thanks to Sue Leung for 

suggesting the program and to the high school Mandarin teacher for continuing this 

successful partnership with the library. 
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TAB also sponsored a Drop-In LEGO Block Party on April 18, where children enjoyed 

building creative LEGO projects alongside teen volunteers. An additional LEGO 

program later in the month was equally well attended. 

 

Adult Programs 

This month’s “America 250” program featured the second installment of Dr. Jonathan 

Mercantini’s lecture series on New Jersey’s role in the American Revolutionary War. 

This program was supported through an America 250 grant from PBS.  

 

In celebration of baseball season, Phil Coffin, former New York Times sports editor and 

author, presented a lively talk on Jackie Robinson and the integration of Major League 

Baseball. Audience members enthusiastically 

discussed baseball history, statistics, and the 

upcoming season. Phil will return in the fall for 

a World Series-themed presentation. 

Additional programs this month included a 

“Lecture in Song” on the life and career of Noël 

Coward, as well as virtual art talks on Mary 

Cassatt and Marcel Duchamp. 

Local resident Gulnaz Saaed presented a well-attended wellness workshop focused on 

techniques for reducing pain and restoring balance. In the Evening Art Class, Bernadine 

Ferrari taught watercolor techniques to participants. Monday Afternoon Movies featured 

the newly released Hamnet. 

 

In Afternoon Adult Craft with Amy, 15 adults created whimsical 

flower pots and planted herbs for summer use. Thirteen adults 

participated in our four-week beginner canasta class and received 

comprehensive instruction booklets to continue practicing at home. 

The Afternoon Adult Book Club read The Other Americans in 

recognition of National Arab American Heritage Month, while the 

Evening Book Club discussed The Inheritance Games, a fast-paced 

young adult mystery and popular high school summer reading 

selection. 
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Knitting and crocheting programs continue to thrive, with especially strong participation 

in teen crocheting. Twenty-four patrons visited the Seed Library, available again for 

spring, to borrow fruit, vegetable, and flower seeds. Our Silent Book Club welcomed six 

attendees who enjoyed book discussions before quiet reading time began. 

 

ELL classes remained highly attended, with 36 beginner students and 42 intermediate 

students participating for a total of 78 attendees. 

 

The Library of Things circulated 213 items this month, including 90 Tonies, 33 Yotos, 24 

games and toys, and 24 museum passes. The Memory Lab hosted 15 appointments for 

digitizing photos, slides, and videos to cloud storage and hard drives. 

 

Finally, this month’s Spice of the Month featured nigella seeds, known for their peppery, 

onion-like flavor that complements breads, roasted vegetables, curries, and salads. 

 

Technology 

In April, the Bobby Dillon offered several technology programs for patrons, including two 

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) drop-in sessions and two structured tech classes. The 

BYOD sessions drew questions primarily centered around phone apps and Apple 

services, reflecting strong patron interest in everyday mobile technology. "iPhone Tips & 

Tricks" provided hands-on guidance for Apple device users, complementing the topics 

that arose during the BYOD sessions. "Intro to AI Tools" welcomed seven attendees 

and offered an accessible overview of today's leading artificial intelligence platforms, 

including Google Gemini, Microsoft Copilot, and ChatGPT. Participants also received 

practical tips on how to craft effective prompts to get the best results from AI tools. 

 

In honor of Earth Day, longtime library presenter James Fitzpatrick offered his annual 

program on Google Earth, Google Maps, and navigation. Using the large screen in the 

Pio Costa Room, James demonstrated how to use Google Earth to plan trips, preview 

hotel locations, explore sightseeing destinations, and map out travel routes.  
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Meetings 

Apr. 9 – Main Board of Directors & Special Membership Meeting  

Apr. 16 – Circulation Dept. Meeting 

Apr. 24 – Main Directors Meeting 

May 13 – Library Patron Services Committee 

May 26 - Library Buildings & Grounds Committee 

Jun. 8 – Library Board & Finance Committee 

Jul. 13 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine LaBelle 

Director      

 

 

 

























LIBRARY SPONSORED PROGRAMS Apr   2026 Apr   2025

Children - Staff Programs

Story Time (snacks & crafts) 131

Legos & Play Doh 39

Messy Munchkins 22

Outreach Story Time Pre-School Visits 110 April 2026 Book Displays

Kids Book Clubs - different ages w/ painting 11 Autism Awareness Month - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Edible Bookworm Craft 28 April is National Library Week - Adults, Young Adults, Children

April is Arab American Heritage Month - Adults, Young Adults, Children

April is Humor Month - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Children - Staff Programs Total 341 444 April is Poetry Month - Adults, Children

Unicorn Day - April 9th - Children

Children - Paid Presenters Passover - Children

Miss Jolie Move & Groove 50 Easter - Children

Sign Stories & Songs 35 Spring - Children

Kids Yoga 8 Jackie Robinson Day - April 15th -Children

Make a Terrarium 8 Spring into a good book - Adults, Children

Earth Day - Children

Children - Paid Presenters Total 101 69 Gardening - Adults

Total All Children's Programs 442 513 Holocaust Remembrance Day (Yom HaShoah  April 13 & 14) - All Ages

Young Adults - Staff Programs Financial Literacy - Adults, Young Adults, Children

TAB  Concert 40

Movie 10

Edible Bookworm Craft 13

TAB Tutoring 9

Young Adult - Staff Programs Total 72 6

Young Adult - Paid Presenters

Young Adult - Paid Presenters Total 0 0

Total All Young Adult Programs 72 6

Adult - Staff Programs 

Creative Craft Center 3

Adult Book Club 31

Memory Lab 15

Tech Class/Tech Help 14

Monday Movie 12

Knitting 44

Adult Craft w/ Amy (planters) 15

Coffee with the Director 30

Silent Book Club 6

Adult Staff Programs Total 170 200

Adult - Paid Presenters

Qigong 41

Montville U - lectures, concerts 130

ELL 78

Tech Class 30

Art Lecture -V 46

Wellness Hypnotism 14

Art Class 16

Canasta (no fee) 51

Adult - Paid Presenters Total 406 647

Total All Adult Programs 576 847

Library Sponsored Total 1,090 1,366

OUTSIDE GROUPS

Literacy Volunteers Morris County 24

Alzheimer's Support 1

Study Room 58

Outside Groups Total 83 16

GRAND TOTAL 1,173 1,382

                                                    MONTVILLE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY APRIL 2026 PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

May 11, 2026  Board Meeting


