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Montville Township Public Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting  

Minutes of May 11, 2026 

Montville Township Public Library 

90 Horseneck Road 

Montville, New Jersey 07045 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

OPEN SESSION 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Hines, at 7:00pm 

II. Roll Call 

 

 

Catherine LaBelle, Library Director – Present 

Mary Grace Zaccaria, Assistant Library Director - Present 

Liz Johansen, Board Recording Secretary – Present 

. 

III. Open Public Meetings Act Statement 

 

Secretary Johansen stated that prior notice of this meeting has been published in 

accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. Meeting will be 

digitally recorded.  Minutes will be available to the public on the Library’s website and at 

the Information Desk in the Library once they have been officially approved. 

 

IV. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Larry Hines 

Mr. Robert Donohue 

Ms. Linda Peskin 

Ms. Dianna Paradise 

Mr. David Tubbs 

Ms. Deb Nielson 

Mayor Cooney 

Mr. Charles Grau   

MEMBERS ABSENT 

Dr. Sunil Shah 
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V. Adoption of Minutes 

Mr. Grau made a motion to approve the April 13, 2026 Regular Session minutes,       

seconded by Mr. Tubbs. 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. 

Cooney yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mr. Grau yes;  Motion Carried 

VI. Public Comments 

None 

VII. Reports of Officers 

Larry Hines – President 

Mr. Hines had no report.  

Charlie Grau – Vice-President 

Mr. Grau had no report.  

Dianna Paradise – Secretary  

Mrs. Paradise had no report.      

Linda Peskin – Treasurer 

Ms. Peskin stated that the finances are in order.  

Robert Donohue – Assistant Treasurer 

Mr. Donohue had no report.  

VIII. Report of Liaisons 

 

Mayor – Mayor Cooney stated that on May 16th there will be a plant pick up at 96 River 

Road between 8-11am. 

 

Superintendent Liaison of Schools – Mr. Tubbs stated that the end of year celebrations 

are upcoming.   

6/16/26 – Lazar promotion ceremony 

6/17/26- High School Graduation 
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The History Teachers, along with the Historical Society are doing projects related to the 

250 anniversary of the country.  The History Club is putting together a time capsule with 

a 50 year opening date.  

 

IX. Reports of Committees 

 

Finance: Ms. Peskin stated the budget is currently at 33.3%.  The Operating CD is 

coming due on May 19 and will be renewed.  The financial documents are in order.  

 

Personnel – Mr. Grau had no report. 

 

Buildings & Grounds: Ms. Nielson had no report.  

 

Patron Services/Technology: Mr. Donohue stated the committee is meeting next 

Wednesday.  

 

X. Library Directors Report – Catherine LaBelle - see attached written report. 

 

XI. Resolutions/Motions 

 

A. Resolution to approve the checks numbered 18507 through 18568 dated April 1 to April 

30, 2026 in the amount of $221,318.87. 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Mr. Grau  

 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. 

Cooney yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mr. Grau yes;  Motion Carried 

 

B. Resolution to accept staff salaries for the month of April 2026 in the amount of 

$69,685.13. 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Mr. Grau 

 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. 

Cooney yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mr. Grau yes;  Motion Carried 

 

C. Resolution to authorize the withdrawal of $110,000 from the Provident Capital Reserve 

Account for a Provident Bank check payable to the Township of Montville for the 

Parking Lot Lighting Project, a shared project with the Township. 
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Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Mr. Grau 

 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. Paradise yes; Mr. 

Cooney yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mr. Grau yes;  Motion Carried  

  

XII. Public Comments 

None 

 

XIII. Old Business 

None 

 

XIV. New Business 

None 

 

XV. Executive Session 

None 

 

XVI. Open Session 

None 

 

XVII. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Grau seconded by Mr. Tubbs; meeting was 

adjourned at 7:11 pm. 
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Director’s Report 

June 5, 2026 

 

 

As we move into the busy summer season, library staff are hard at work finalizing plans 

for Summer Reading and our June 20 Summer Reading Kickoff. May was another 

active month at the library, highlighted by the launch of Wowbrary, a new service that 

helps patrons discover the library's newest materials. The Teen Advisory Board once 

again demonstrated leadership through its annual Spelling Bee. We also celebrated 

Jeanne Ivy's 20 years of service to the library, and began the search for a new 

Circulation Supervisor following Walter Clark's departure to accept a library leadership 

position elsewhere. 

 

This month, we welcomed 44 new library users. We currently serve 8,749 active patrons 

out of 13,553 registered users, and 7,897 visitors came through our doors in May. The 

Circulation Department also processed 452 new items and repaired 9 materials.  

 

Buildings and Grounds 

The Panasonic rear-screen projector began shutting off every few minutes. We 

contacted Bill Heaney of Bill’s Electronic Services in Pine Brook, who responded 

promptly and coordinated with Panasonic to diagnose the issue. He determined that the 

projector’s internal timer had malfunctioned, causing the bulbs to exceed their 2,000-

hour service life and activate a safety shutoff feature. Bill replaced both bulbs, cleaned 

the filter, and repaired the timer, restoring the projector to proper working order. 

Payment for this service is included on the check register. 

Hughes Environmental completed the quarterly maintenance.  The technician repaired a 

short that was causing the chillers to operate at half power.  
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Jeff O’Donnell from Advertising Unlimited created and installed two new decals on our 

electronic sign. The old ones were original and had peeled off over the years. The 

Advertising Unlimited check is on the check register.   

Clean Impressions, a Montville family owned business, is scheduled to do the annual 

carpet cleaning during the time we are closed to the public.  The $2,900 is the same 

rate they have charged us for years.  

Finance 

Rob Donohue renewed the $151,469 Provident Bank operating account CD# 2834 that 

matured on May 19. The new term is for 7 months at 3.65%.  Operating account CD# 

0991 for $86,388 matures on June 15.  

 

Ms. Peskin withdraw $110,000 from the Provident Bank capital reserve account for a 

bank check payable to the Township of Montville for the parking lot lighting project, a 

shared project with the Township.  

 

The $750 check to Farm Chicks is for the petting zoo which is always one of the 

highlights of our summer reading program.  

 

The $350.68 check to Interactive Services is for a subscription to Wowbrary.   

 

The $4,500 check to Linkedin Corporation is for LinkedIn Learning, an online 

educational platform for patrons and staff, offering thousands of on-demand, expert-led 

video courses focusing on building business, technology, and creative skills. This 

initiative, part of the 2026 budget (new line, 603-330), will go live in June. We will hold 

the check until the platform is live and operational.  

 

The $40,602.36 check to the Township is for the January, February and March health, 

dental and vision billing. The billings were delayed because of the switch from the State 

Health Benefits Plan to the NJ Joint Health Insurance Fund.  

 

The $915.67 check to US Bank is for summer reading supplies.  
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Marketing and Outreach 

In May, we were pleased to introduce Wowbrary, a new service designed to promote 

the library’s newest materials directly to patrons. These weekly email alerts showcase 

recently added items across a wide range of categories, including bestselling fiction and 

nonfiction, movies, audiobooks, and children’s titles. Each newsletter links directly to the 

library catalog, allowing patrons to easily check availability, place holds, and discover 

new materials of interest. 

 

The month of May provided many opportunities to engage our 

community through displays, programs, and special events 

celebrating a variety of cultural observances, milestones, and 

seasonal themes. Highlights included Star Wars Day (“May the 

Fourth Be With You”), Cinco de Mayo, Asian American and Pacific 

Islander Heritage Month, Jewish American Heritage Month, Mental 

Health Awareness Month, and Older Americans Month. We also 

recognized the special people who enrich our lives and 

communities, including mothers on Mother’s Day, teachers during 

National Teacher Appreciation Week, nurses on National Nurses Day, and law 

enforcement officers during National Police Week. As Memorial Day approached, we 

honored the men and women who gave their lives in service to our country. The arrival 

of spring also inspired a variety of nature-themed programs, including activities focused 

on gardening, ladybugs, caterpillars, and butterflies. 

 

Our most popular newsletter this month highlighted the launch of Wowbrary, promoted 

our upcoming Summer Reading Kickoff on June 20, and featured a selection of adult 

programs and events. 

 

Risa visited Millie’s House, Kids Connect, Kiddie Academy, and Fun Time Kids 

Academy for Outreach Storytimes this month. Children enjoyed stories, songs, and 

activities centered around Mother’s Day, caterpillars, and butterflies. 

 

Patron Services 

Adult Programs 
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May’s Saturday Afternoon Concert featured “One Fine Tapestry,” a tribute to the music 

of Carole King performed by patron favorites Gerard and Diane Barros. The concert 

showcased King’s beloved solo hits as well as classic songs she wrote for artists 

including the Drifters, the Shirelles, the Beatles, the Monkees, the Everly Brothers, and 

James Taylor. Gerard and Diane will return this fall with a new Country Music program. 

 

As part of our America 250 series, we presented “An Afternoon with Betsy Ross,” 

performed by Alisa Dupuy, and “Stars & Stripes: The Story of the Symbols of America,” 

presented by Walter Choroszewski. Remaining in character throughout her 

presentation, Alisa brought Betsy Ross to life as she shared her story and answered 

audience questions. Walter explored the fascinating history of the American flag and its 

evolution from the Revolutionary War era to the present day. 

 

Other Montville U offerings included “Important Cases Pending Before the U.S. 

Supreme Court This Term,” presented by Montclair State University history professor 

Dr. Ian Drake. Attendees gained insight into the Supreme Court’s role, the process by 

which cases are selected, and several significant decisions expected this term. 

 

Our virtual Montville U program, “Dog Days of Summer,” presented by the Museum of 

Early Trades & Crafts, examined the origins and meanings of many common phrases 

still used today. 

 

Participants in Bernardine Ferrari’s Evening Art Class learned the art of decoupage 

while creating decorative mason jars and wooden trays. 
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This month’s Monday Afternoon Movies featured recent box office and award-season 

favorites, including Sinners and Weapons. 

 

The Afternoon Book Club discussed The Reading List by Sara Nisha Adams, a 

heartwarming novel about how a chance encounter with a list of library books helps 

forge an unlikely friendship between two very different people in a London suburb. 

The Evening Book Club read The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls, an inspiring memoir 

chronicling the author’s unconventional upbringing in deep poverty by fiercely 

independent parents. The book sparked discussion about resilience, survival, and 

unconditional love. The Silent Book Club welcomed participants for an hour of quiet 

reading and community. 

 

For our Afternoon Adult Craft program, Fosterfields Living Historical Farm provided 

materials and instruction in the art of felting. Fifteen participants created colorful felted 

flowers using a variety of wool fibers. 

 

We were pleased to welcome back our six-week Beginner Mah Jongg course. Twenty-

one adults are learning the fundamentals of the game and putting their new skills into 

practice each week. 

 

The Library of Things continues to be a popular resource. In May, circulation included 

186 pieces of equipment, 26 museum passes, and 55 games and toys, for a total of 267 

items borrowed. New additions this month included outdoor gaming equipment such as 

Ring Toss and Laser Tag. 

 

A total of 64 students participated in our English language classes this spring, including 

30 beginners and 34 intermediate learners. The program concluded for the season and 

will resume in the fall. 

 

Our Seed Library served eight patrons this month, providing a variety of seeds to 

support home gardening projects throughout the community. 

 

Children’s Programs 
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May’s Kids Science Club was a tremendous success, drawing 30 participants who 

learned about strawberry DNA extraction through a hands-on experiment. A special 

thank you goes to Teen Advisory Board member Michael Bartman for bringing so many 

outstanding science programs to the library. We greatly appreciate his dedication and 

hard work and wish him all the best as he graduates from high school this spring. 

 

May was a fun-filled month in Storytime. We read stories about monkeys and fish and 

created a colorful fish tank craft. In honor of Mother's Day, we shared books celebrating 

mothers and made special Mother's Day cards. We also enjoyed frog-themed stories 

and created playful frog crafts. To commemorate Memorial Day, children participated in 

a festive parade and enjoyed patriotic Storytime activities featuring red, white, and blue 

eagle stickers. 

 

Puzzle play, coloring activities, and felt board fun kept 11 preschoolers engaged and 

entertained throughout the month. 

 

Twenty children attended Messy Munchkins, where they celebrated Mother's Day by 

creating colorful portraits featuring heart-shaped balloons. 

 

In Kids' Yoga, eight preschoolers practiced familiar poses, learned new ones, and 

participated in movement-based games that encouraged both fitness and fun. 

 

Sign & Sing Storytime welcomed 30 children, who enjoyed learning signs through 

interactive songs, stories, and activities. 

 

Miss Jolie kept the rhythm going for 60 toddlers and preschoolers with a lively program 

featuring music, shakers, scarves, and bubbles. 

 

Kids Drop-In Legos met twice this month. We are very grateful to our Teen Advisory 

Board volunteers, who continue to lead and support this popular program for young 

builders. 
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The Diamond Painting Book Club enjoyed the next title in the series, Rowley Jefferson's 

Awesome Friendly Adventure. The humorous story was a big hit, and participants had a 

wonderful time discussing the book while working on their diamond painting projects. 

 

The Kids Craft Book Club read the graphic novel Ally & Beak: Bedtime Jitters. After 

discussing the story, participants created imaginative bird nest crafts complete with bird 

eggs and alligator eggs, making for a fun and creative afternoon. 

 

Young Adult Programs 

Our Teen Advisory Board (TAB) hosted another highly successful Spelling Bee for 

children on May 16. The event featured two competitions: a Kindergarten through 

Second Grade division, which drew 35 attendees including participants and their 

families, and a Third through Fifth Grade division, which welcomed 30 attendees. Our 

TAB members once again demonstrated outstanding leadership and organization, 

running a well-executed and enjoyable event for the community. 

 

    

TAB also collaborated with the Montville High School Chinese Honor Society to present 

a screening of Disney's The Secret of the Magic Gourd, which was attended by seven 

children. This program marked the final movie event of the school year, and we look 

forward to future collaborations with the Montville High School Chinese Honor Society. 

 

Personnel 
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Circulation Supervisor Walter Clark announced his resignation after ten years of 

dedicated service to our library. Walter has accepted the position of Assistant Director 

at Montclair Public Library, where he worked prior to joining our staff. Throughout his 

tenure, Walter has been an important member of our team, and it is difficult to imagine 

the Circulation Department without him. 

 

Walter's admirable customer service skills, calm and professional approach to 

challenging patron interactions, knowledge of circulation operations and technology, 

and staff leadership have contributed much to the library's success. His expertise, 

sense of humor, and distinctive style will be missed by both staff and patrons alike. 

 

We are grateful for Walter's many contributions to the library over the past decade and 

wish him every success as he begins this exciting new chapter in his career. His last 

day with the library was June 6. 

 

Following Walter's announcement, I posted the Circulation Supervisor position 

internally, on our website, on regional library consortium employment pages, and 

through library association job boards. To date, we have received 22 applications, many 

of which appear promising and I am scheduling interviews. 

 

The library is pleased to welcome a summer intern beginning in June through the Morris 

County Vocational School Work Based Learning program. Katie Tubbs, a Montville 

Township resident and rising senior in the Academy of Education and Learning at 

MCVS, brings experience from an elementary school library setting and as an Assistant 

Enrichment Teacher. Katie will assist with library programs and services under the 

supervision of staff, with additional oversight provided through scheduled site visits by 

the Work Based Learning program coordinator. We look forward to her contributions 

and to providing a meaningful educational experience during her time with us. 

 

This month we also recognized the 20-year anniversary of Jeanne Ivy and her 

dedicated service to the Library. During her tenure, Jeanne has played an indispensable 

role in supporting a wide variety of administrative functions and contributing greatly to 
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the smooth operation of the Library. We appreciate her ongoing commitment to the 

organization and to the community and congratulate her on this milestone. 

 

Staff Development 

Risa Skerker attended the Hachette Publishing Children’s Spring Book Buzz in NYC on 

May 14th. 

 

Risa, Anjana Kapur and I attended Main Library Alliance Adult Book Buzz at Parsippany 

Library, where 12 publishers showcased their upcoming titles for 2026.  

 

Technology 

May's technology classes included "Spring Clean Your Gmail," "Learn to Use Microsoft 

Copilot 365," and "WhatsApp & FaceTime. These programs help patrons build 

confidence with technology and learn practical digital skills they can use in their daily 

lives. Bobby Dillon also continues to provide drop-in tech help sessions on Monday 

evenings. 

 

Meetings 

May 7 – Main Board of Directors & Special Membership Meeting  

May 21 – Circulation Dept. Meeting 

May 29 – Main Directors Meeting 

Jun. 10 – Library Patron Services Committee 

Jun. 23 - Library Buildings & Grounds Committee 

Jul. 13 – Library Board & Finance Committee 

Aug. 10 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine LaBelle 

Director      

























LIBRARY SPONSORED PROGRAMS May   2026 May   2025

Children - Staff Programs

Story Time (snacks & crafts) 147

Legos 12

Messy Munchkins 20

Outreach Story Time Pre-School Visits 120 May 2026 Book Displays

Kids Book Clubs - different ages w/ painting 7 May is National Physical Fitness and Sports Month - Adults 

Spelling Bee w/ TAB helpers 65 May the Fourth Be With You - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Kids Book Club 7 Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month - All Ages

Kids Science Club w/ TAB helpers 30 Mother's Day - Children

Children - Staff Programs Total 408 439 May is Jewish American Heritage Month - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Cinco De Mayo - Children

Children - Paid Presenters International Day of Families - May 15th - Adults 

Miss Jolie Move & Groove 60 Mental Health Awareness Month -Adults, Young Adults, Children 

Sign Stories & Songs 30 Military Appreciation Month & Memorial Day - All Ages

Kids Yoga 8 Nurses Week - (May 6th - May 12th)  - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Teacher Appreciation Week (May 4th - May 8th) - Children

National Pet Month - Children

Children - Paid Presenters Total 98 82 Spring is here - Children

Total All Children's Programs 506 521 National Police Week - (May 10th - May 16th) - All Ages

Young Adults - Staff Programs Staff Picks - Adults

TAB  Meeting 10 LibraryReads - Adults

Teen Movie 7

Teen Crochet 1

Young Adult - Staff Programs Total 18 26

Young Adult - Paid Presenters 0

Young Adult - Paid Presenters Total 0 0

Total All Young Adult Programs 18 26

Adult - Staff Programs 

Creative Craft Center 2

Adult Book Club 25

Memory Lab 18

Monday Movie 11

Knitting 36

Silent Book Club 4

Adult Staff Programs Total 96 84

Adult - Paid Presenters

Qigong 62

Montville U - lectures, concerts 158

Tech Class 43

Art Lecture -V 14

Art Class 15

Mahjong (no fee) 61

ELL Class 64

Adult - Paid Presenters Total 417 593

Total All Adult Programs 513 677

Library Sponsored Total 1,037 1,224

OUTSIDE GROUPS

Literacy Volunteers Morris County 16

Study Room 61

Outside Groups Total 77 20

GRAND TOTAL 1,114 1,244

                                                    MONTVILLE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY MAY 2026 PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

June 8, 2026  Board Meeting


