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Montville Township Public Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting  

Minutes of June 8, 2026 

Montville Township Public Library 

90 Horseneck Road 

Montville, New Jersey 07045 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

OPEN SESSION 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Hines, at 7:00pm 

II. Roll Call 

 

 

Catherine LaBelle, Library Director – Present 

Mary Grace Zaccaria, Assistant Library Director - Present 

Liz Johansen, Board Recording Secretary – Present 

. 

III. Open Public Meetings Act Statement 

 

Secretary Johansen stated that prior notice of this meeting has been published in 

accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. Meeting will be 

digitally recorded.  Minutes will be available to the public on the Library’s website and at 

the Information Desk in the Library once they have been officially approved. 

 

IV. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Larry Hines 

Mr. Robert Donohue 

Ms. Linda Peskin 

Ms. Dianna Paradise 

Mr. David Tubbs 

Ms. Deb Nielson 

Dr. Sunil Shah 

Mr. Charles Grau   

MEMBERS ABSENT 

Mayor Cooney  
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V. Adoption of Minutes 

Mr. Tubbs made a motion to approve the May 11, 2026 Regular Session minutes,       

seconded by Mr. Grau. 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Dr. Shah yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. 

Paradise yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mr. Grau yes;  Motion Carried 

VI. Public Comments 

None 

VII. Reports of Officers 

Larry Hines – President 

Mr. Hines had no report.  

Charlie Grau – Vice-President 

Mr. Grau had no report.  

Dianna Paradise – Secretary  

Mrs. Paradise had no report.      

Linda Peskin – Treasurer 

Ms. Peskin stated that the finances are in order.  The CD matures on June 15th.  Ms. 

Peskin will confirm on Friday that the rate is still 3.92% at Provident Bank.  

Robert Donohue – Assistant Treasurer 

Mr. Donohue had no report.  

VIII. Report of Liaisons 

 

Mayor – Mayor Cooney absent, no report.  

 

Superintendent Liaison of Schools – Mr. Tubbs stated that the dedication of the Time 

Capsule occurred today.  The capsule will be opened in fifty years. Also, the end of year 

celebrations are upcoming.   

6/16/26 – Lazar promotion ceremony 

6/17/26- High School Graduation 
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IX. Reports of Committees 

 

Finance: Ms. Peskin stated the budget is currently at 41.7% and all of the financial 

documents are in order.  

 

Personnel – Mr. Grau stated that Walter Clark resigned.   

 

Buildings & Grounds: Ms. Nielson stated they met and discussed the lighting project.  

The project went out to bid and is slated to be completed by the end of the year.  The 

committee is also looking at a smaller generator and are awaiting a quote.   

 

Patron Services/Technology: Mr. Donohue stated the committee met and discussed the 

Teen area upgrades.  They also discussed the Weekly Newsletter and The Library of 

Things. 

 

X. Library Directors Report – Catherine LaBelle - see attached written report. 

 

XI. Resolutions/Motions 

 

A. Resolution to approve the checks numbered 18569 through 18623 dated May 1 to May 

31, 2026 in the amount of $78,883.96. 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Mr. Grau  

 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Dr. Shah yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. 

Paradise yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mr. Grau yes; Motion Carried 

 

B. Resolution to accept staff salaries for the month of May 2026 in the amount of 

$70,678.84 

 

Motion made by Ms. Peskin and seconded by Mr. Grau 

 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Dr. Shah yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. 

Paradise yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mr. Grau yes; Motion Carried 
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C. Resolution to approve the resignation of Walter Clark, full time Library Associate, 

effective June 6, 2026. 

 

Motion made by Mr. Hines and seconded by Mr. Grau 

 

Mr. Tubbs yes; Mr. Hines yes;  Dr. Shah yes; Ms. Peskin yes; Mr. Donohue yes; Ms. 

Paradise yes; Ms. Nielson yes; Mr. Grau yes; Motion Carried  

  

XII. Public Comments 

None 

 

XIII. Old Business 

None 

 

XIV. New Business 

None 

 

XV. Executive Session 

None 

 

XVI. Open Session 

None 

 

XVII. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Grau seconded by Mr. Tubbs; meeting was 

adjourned at 7:13 pm. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page | 1 
 

 

Director’s Report 

July 10, 2026 

 

The highlight in June was the kick-off to our much anticipated “Unearth a Story” 2026 

Summer Reading Program on June 20 with a dinosaur-themed celebration that 

welcomed more than 300 parents and children. Families enjoyed the Dinosaurs Rock! 

fossil dig show, hands-on crafts, games, face painting, balloon art, and ice cream while 

children registered for Summer Reading and explored the Children's Department, which 

had been transformed with dinosaur-themed decorations and prize displays. Attendees 

also had the opportunity to meet life-sized dinosaurs, as staff members delighted 

visitors by dressing in full dinosaur costumes, greeting children, posing for photos, and 

roaming the library and grounds. The event was the result of months of planning and a 

true team effort by library staff, supported by 22 dedicated Teen Advisory Board 

volunteers who assisted with crafts, refreshments, and activities throughout the day. 

Their creativity and enthusiasm helped make the kickoff a memorable celebration and a 

wonderful start to this year's Summer Reading Program. Many thanks also go out to our 

sponsors – Ion Bank, the Pio Costa Foundation, Blue Nail Exteriors, Above and Beyond 

Plumbing, and Tip Top Tree Service.  
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We currently have 271 children, 68 teens, and 41 adults registered for the summer 

reading program. 

 

This month, we welcomed 91 new library users. We currently serve 8,128 active patrons 

out of 12,076 registered users, and 8,979 visitors came through our doors in June The 

Circulation Department also processed 394 new items.  

 

Buildings and Grounds 

Nick Marucci, Township Engineer, and Bruce Rockwell and Graham Jespersen from 

Boswell Engineering met with three vendors for the pre-bid site meeting for the parking 

lot lighting project.  They asked about our hours of operation and inspected both 

electrical closets and the parking lot.    

 

Thanks to the DPW the library parking lot and grounds were completely clean and litter 

free when we reopened after the 3-day closure due to the Fourth of July celebration.  

 

Clean Impressions, a local family owned business, cleaned the carpets in the main 

library and the auditorium during the time we were closed to the public.  The carpets are 

noticeably brighter now.  

 

Daniel Daskaloski from Daskon Group is working on a proposal for Pio Costa restrooms 

upgrades. The sinks are pitted, counters warped and cracked and the stalls rusted. 

Daskon recently completed the renovation of the public restrooms at Town Hall, and 

Township Engineer Nick Marucci recommended them for this project. 

 

Bill Heaney, from Bill’s Electronics in Pine Brook, is upgrading the 12-year-old 

auditorium wireless microphone system we use for board meetings and other events.  

  

The DPW filled in a 4” gap around a drainage grate that was damaged during winter 

snowplowing.   

 

We ordered a podium chair for our speakers who prefer to sit rather than stand for their 

presentation and Bobby Dillon, our handyman tech librarian, assembled it for us.  
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Finance 

Our accounting software company, Edmunds GovTech, recently moved their on-

premise clients from a Pervasive SQL database backend to MySQL.  Our accounting 

software was moved from our server to the iCloud at no additional fee.   It still backs up 

to the Data Vault for redundancy and the software will now update automatically.  

 

Our monthly health billing is up to date.  The $40,602.36 check to the Township is for 

April, May and June.  The $23,638.88 Township check is for third quarter In Kind 

Services and JIF. The $1,042.28 US Bank check is for summer reading programs and 

staff training events.  

 

Provident Bank capital reserve CD #1374 for $156.033.40 matures on August 10, 2026.  

Our capital reserve checking account balance is $30,111.42.  Creative Library 

Concepts’ proposal for the teen area upgrade is $77,000. We have $50,000 in the 2026 

capital budget line 802-110 for this project.  When the bill is due in a few months we will 

need a resolution to transfer $25,000 from the capital reserve checking account to the 

operating account.  

 

Throughout the year we gather reports and data for our annual audit so we can upload 

everything to the auditor’s portal.  We expect to hear from them soon and when we do 

everything will be ready.  

 

Marketing and Outreach 

Melissa Benno of TapInto Montville published a detailed feature highlighting our 

Summer Reading Kickoff, summer events schedule, and the many opportunities 

available through this year's Summer Reading Program. 

 

Mary Grace Zaccaria and I had lunch with the Alliance Business Partners of Montville at 

the Columbia Inn and shared information about library services that benefit business 

owners.  
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In June, we commemorated several important observances through programs and 

displays. We celebrated Flag Day, honored the anniversary of D-Day, recognized 

Juneteenth, and celebrated Father's Day with special story times and crafts. Our book 

displays also highlighted Alzheimer's and Brain Awareness Month, Pride Month, 

Audiobook Appreciation Month, and Great Outdoors Month. 

 

Our most popular email newsletters in June promoted Summer Reading registration and 

our Butterfly Release event.  

 

As part of our Summer Reading outreach efforts, Amy Resnikoff visited Hilldale and 

Valley View Elementary Schools to encourage students to participate in Summer 

Reading 2026. Students in kindergarten through fifth grade were enthusiastic about the 

library's programs, crafts, and the opportunity to earn raffle tickets by reading 

throughout the summer. 

 

Risa Skerker visited Millie's House, Kids Connect, Kiddie Academy, and Funtime Kids 

Academy for outreach story times. She shared stories and songs celebrating Father's 

Day and the beginning of summer, helping introduce young children and their families to 

the library's summer programs. 

 

Patron Services 

As part of the nation's commemoration of the upcoming 250th anniversary of the 

American Revolution, the library is hosting an exhibit highlighting Revolutionary War 

veterans with ties to Montville Township. Created by Robert R. Lazar Middle School 

history teacher Richard Crescente and Montville Township Public Schools Technology 

Specialist Jeffrey Bonicioli, the exhibit is the result of years of research using cemetery 

records, military documents, historical records, and AI-assisted transcription to uncover 

and preserve the stories of these local patriots. The exhibit is open to the public during 

regular library hours. 

 

In June, we rolled out LinkedIn learning for Libraries to our patrons, as discussed last 

month. LinkedIn Learning is an online educational platform for patrons and staff, offering 
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thousands of on-demand expert-led video courses focusing on building business, 

technology, and creative skills.  

 

Adult Programs 

June's Montville U programs offered a wide variety of educational opportunities. NASA 

Ambassador Michael Greene presented an engaging look at the history of space 

exploration and provided fascinating insights into daily life aboard the International 

Space Station. Local historian Pat Wells explored the history of the Great Swamp and 

its evolution into a National Wildlife Refuge. Charles Clarkson of the Senior Medicare 

Patrol of New Jersey shared valuable information on recognizing and avoiding Medicare 

fraud and scams, while Dr. Rhee presented an informative program on hearing loss and 

brain health. 

 

Our virtual Montville U offerings included Janet Mandel's art lecture on the 

Impressionists and author and historian Richard Schwartz's presentation on Abraham 

Lincoln. 

 

Our always-popular Qigong class was once again filled to capacity. 

 

The Afternoon Book Club discussed Twice by Mitch Albom, a thought-provoking novel 

exploring the question of what life might be like if we had the chance to live it twice. The 

Evening Book Club read The Measure by Nikki Erlick, in which every 

person receives a box revealing exactly how many years they have 

left to live. Both book clubs enjoyed lively discussions and positive 

reviews of their selections. 

 

For this month's adult craft program, 13 participants created no-sew 

bandana bags, perfect for summer trips to the beach or everyday 

travel. 

 

We concluded our six-week Mah Jong class with 20 new players successfully learning 

the game. Thanks to our volunteer instructor for generously donating his time; another 

session is planned for the fall. 
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The Memory Lab remained busy with 13 appointments, most involving the digitization of 

VHS/camcorder recordings and transparency slides. 

 

Our Seed Library Exchange circulated 23 packets of heirloom vegetable and flower 

seeds during the month. 

 

Despite the summer heat, 27 knitters and crocheters attended Knit & Chat, bringing 

their yarn projects and enjoying good conversation. 

 

Five readers gathered for Silent Book Club, enjoying an hour of uninterrupted reading 

together in peaceful silence. 

 

Children’s Programs 

June was an exciting month for our youngest patrons as Summer Reading got 

underway. 

 

After being postponed due to rain, our annual Butterfly 

Release was well worth the wait. Families had followed the 

butterflies' journey from caterpillar to chrysalis, making the 

release especially meaningful. Fifty children and adults 

gathered to watch five butterflies spread their wings and begin 

their journey into the wild. 

 

Father's Day Storytimes were filled with songs, stories, and the 

creation of dinosaur-themed Father's Day cards. Risa also 

hosted a special Independence Day Storytime on June 27, featuring patriotic stories, 

songs about fireworks, and a festive holiday craft. 

 

Our Kids Drop-In LEGO program welcomed eight children. We are grateful to our Teen 

Advisory Board volunteers, who continue to lead this popular monthly activity. 
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The Kids Craft Book Club read Mercy Watson: Something Wonky This Way Comes by 

Kate DiCamillo before creating colorful Mercy Watson collages inspired by the story. 

 

The Diamond Painting Book Club enjoyed Stick Dog by Tom Watson, along with ice 

cream treats and creative diamond painting projects. 

 

Children also enjoyed drop-in coloring activities and assembling our popular jumbo floor 

puzzles throughout the month. 

 

Messy Munchkins participants created Father's Day picture frames decorated with 

puzzle pieces and special messages for Dad. 

 

Sing & Sign Storytime welcomed 24 preschoolers for music, movement, and favorite 

summer songs, while Kids Yoga brought together 12 preschoolers to practice yoga 

poses and healthy movement in a fun and engaging environment. 

 

Young Adult Programs 

The Teen Advisory Board held its annual election for the 2026-2027 term. 

Congratulations to our newly elected officers! Members celebrated the end of the year 

with a pizza party while welcoming the incoming leadership team. 

 

We also introduced our first Snack & Study program during final exams. Teens 

appreciated having a quiet place to study along with complimentary snacks. The 

overwhelmingly positive feedback has ensured the program will return during next 

year's finals week. 

 

Twenty-two Teen Advisory Board volunteers played an essential role in our Summer 

Reading Kickoff, spending the day serving ice cream, assisting with crafts and activities, 

and even bringing smiles to families by dressing in full-sized dinosaur costumes. 
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Personnel 

The search for our next Circulation Supervisor continues. Mary Grace and I have 

completed seven first-round interviews and have two additional interviews scheduled. 

We have also invited a leading candidate back for a second interview on July 14. 

 

At the June Personnel Committee meeting, I presented my recommendation to appoint 

Janina Bartman, Library Associate in our Business Office, as the Board Recording 

Secretary. Her appointment is on the agenda for this month's Board meeting. Ms. 

Bartman is highly conscientious, consistently produces accurate work, and routinely 

handles confidential information with professionalism and discretion. If an executive 

session is held, the meeting minutes will continue to be recorded by the Library Director 

or a member of the Board, as appropriate. 

 

We were also pleased to welcome Katie Tubbs, our summer intern through the Morris 

County Vocational School District's Work-Based Learning Program, who began working 

at the library on June 30. We look forward to working with Katie over the summer and 

providing her with valuable hands-on experience in a public library setting. 

 

Staff Development 

The month concluded with two days of in-house staff development as the Montville 

community prepared for its annual three-day Fourth of July celebration, held in the 

library parking lot. Guest speaker Elissa Zylbershlag led an engaging session on 

effective workplace communication, offering practical strategies for improving 

communication, collaboration, and understanding among staff. The presentation was 

very well received, with many staff members commenting on both its value and the 

speaker's engaging presentation style. 

 

On the second day, I provided updates on library initiatives and priorities for the 

remainder of 2026, including planned building improvements, news from the Main 

Library Alliance, and upcoming service enhancements. I also thanked the staff for their 

continued hard work, dedication, and many contributions throughout the year. Additional 

training focused on responding appropriately to law enforcement presence in the library 

and techniques for establishing healthy boundaries with challenging patrons to help 



Page | 9 
 

prevent situations from escalating, based on a Public Library Association presentation. 

The training concluded with a fun, hands-on craft led by Amy, who guided staff in 

creating whimsical summer flowerpots to take home. 

 

From June 25–29, I attended the American Library Association Annual Conference. My 

conference report is included in the Board packet. 

 

Technology 

June's technology programs included "Smartphone Camera Tutorial," "How to Create 

Amazing iPhone Videos," "Apps for Seniors," and "Learn How to Use Libby & Hoopla." 

Bobby Dillon also continued offering his popular Monday evening drop-in Tech Help 

sessions. 

 

Five patrons attended our Libby and Hoopla class, where they learned how to access 

the library's digital collections. Four participants attended "Apps for Seniors," which 

introduced practical and entertaining mobile applications. Among the apps discussed 

was Snug, which allows users to check in daily so designated emergency contacts 

know they are safe. The class also generated many questions, particularly about iPhone 

settings and ways to better manage and customize apps. 

 

Meetings 

Jun. 11 – Main Board of Directors Meeting  

Jun. 18 – Main Directors Meeting 

Jul. 16 - Library Buildings & Grounds Committee 

Aug. 10 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

Sept. 14 - Library Board & Finance Committee 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine LaBelle 

Director      

 

 



























LIBRARY SPONSORED PROGRAMS June   2026 June   2025

Children - Staff Programs

Story Time (snacks & crafts) 127

Coloring, Crafts, Games, Puzzles 32

Messy Munchkins 18

Outreach Story Time Pre-School Visits 123 June 2026 Book Displays

Kids Book Clubs - different ages w/ painting 19 Memoriam - Jane Yolen - Children

July 4th Craft w/TAB helpers 36 General Sports Month - Adults

Kids Book Club (2 sessions different ages) 17 June is Audiobook Month - Adults, Children

Butterfly Release 50 June is Pride Month - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Children - Staff Programs Total 422 249 Class of 2026 Graduation - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Juneteenth - Children

Children - Paid Presenters Flag Day - Children

Miss Jolie Move & Groove June is Great Outdoors Month - Adults

Sign Stories & Songs 24 Father's Day - Children

Kids Yoga 12 Alzheimer's Month - Adults

Summer Reading Kick Off 300 Summer - Children

World Cup - Adults, Children

Children - Paid Presenters Total 336 360 NBA Basketball - Knicks & Spurs - Adults, Children

Total All Children's Programs 758 609 D Day - June 6th, 1944 - Adults, Young Adults, Children

Young Adults - Staff Programs Staff Picks - Adults

TAB  Meeting 30 NY Times Best Sellers - Adults 

Teen Study & Snacks 70

Young Adult - Staff Programs Total 100 56

Young Adult - Paid Presenters 0

Young Adult - Paid Presenters Total 0 0

Total All Young Adult Programs 100 56

Adult - Staff Programs 

Amy Adult Craft 13

Adult Book Club -  day & evening 19

Memory Lab 13

Monday Movie 7

Knitting 27

Silent Book Club 5

Tech Class 9

Adult Staff Programs Total 93 280

Adult - Paid Presenters

Qigong 61

Montville U - lectures, concerts (fee & free) 134

Tech Class 20

Art Lecture -V 18

Mahjong (no fee) 20

Adult - Paid Presenters Total 253 283

Total All Adult Programs 346 563

Library Sponsored Total 1,204 1,228

OUTSIDE GROUPS

Literacy Volunteers Morris County 15

Study Room 47

Montville Pride 200

Outside Groups Total 262 230

GRAND TOTAL 1,466 1,458

                                                    MONTVILLE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY JUNE 2026 PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

July 13, 2026  Board Meeting


